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PREFACE. 

The following pages make no pretensions to 
be an exhaustive treatment of the subject on the 
title-page. They are rather a summary of funda- 
mental truths on Church organization, drawn 
directly from the Word of God, The aim of the 
author in them has been to reach exegetically the 
Biblical idea of Church unity, which underlies all 
Church organization, and must be understood be- 
fore a fair and successful effort can be made to 
deal with the problem of incorporative union 
now engaging the attention of Christendom. 

The time has come when all our Church prin- 
ciples must be drawn afresh from the " faith once 
delivered to the saints." And the present attempt 
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will be more than repaid, if abler men be led 
thereby into a field of doctrine as yet almost un- 
touched. 

One great question of the times still remaining 
among others is, What are the principles that 
shottld regulate the construction of Church creeds 
for Church teachers ?— in other words, How should 
congregations be classified while their teachers' 
creeds are in process of formation ? This ques- 
tion needs a Hercules equal to the task. The 
author, in the present instance, has chosen an 
easier field, and tried to break ground at a pre- 
liminary point. 

Arbroath, 6th April 187L 
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PAET I. 

SECT. I. — NOMENCLATURE. 

rPHE Church here is not the High Church nor 
the Low Church. We may not be hampered 
with the partial dogmas of either of these. It is not 
the "Establishment " in Scotland or "the Church" 
in England. We may not possess it by law or 
authority. We go further back, nearer to the 
sources of the great Nile of Christendom, and 
endeavour to see the Catholic Church of Christ 
and His apostles established by command of God 
in the world. We omit that part of it which 
passes into heaven time after time. That is 
above, we are beneath, and are interested now in 
the unity of the Church below. An illustration 
will help us to understand the general notion of 
it that is found in Scripture. Picture to your- 
selves a company of pilgrims starting to some 
A 
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2 THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

land of inheritance — an unworthy image, but a 
plain one. The pilgrims, at the outset, are as 
well clothed as possible, and in as goodly array 
as circumstances will permit. You follow them 
along a rugged, toilsome, dangerous, and all but 
impassable route. They struggle on, split up into 
parties, many of them very different indeed amid 
the hardships of the journey from what they were 
at the outset. At length you find them approach- 
ing the inheritance, and then, like regular soldiers, 
they close their ranks and enter the land of rest. 
That company at starting may be taken to repre- 
sent the Church of Christ, instituted by Christ 
and His apostles. The same company in the 
midst of the desert represents the Church in these 
times of ours. And the united band, as they take 
possession of their inheritance, may stand for the 
Church entering glory. Thus the one Church 
goes on its way through the world, — one all 
through. It goes through many phases, and has 
many camp followers as it goes. But these do 
not come to an inheritance with the children. 
The true pilgrims alone are the invisible Church. 
The whole band, pilgrims and camp followers 
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NOMENCLATURE. 3 

together, are the visible Church. With this key 
let us try to open the passages in the word of God 
where the oneness of the Church comes up. 

Three uses of the word will suit our purpose, 
tod these are all that need be verified. The first 
and ruling one, which governs the others, is the use 
of the word Church to express the true body of 
believers (Eph. i. 22), — He "gave him to be head 
over all things to the church, which is his body — 
the fulness of him that fiUeth all in aH." Again, 
chap. v. 25-27, "Christ loved the church, and 
gave himself for it ; that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word ; 
that he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing/' This is the whole Church, for a part of 
which Christ prayed (John xvii.) that they all 
might be one. Expressly it was for those who 
should believe on Him, and were in the world. 
And it is the earthly branch of this same Church 
which, we take it, Paul's mental eye rests on, when 
he says (Eph. iv. 11-13), "And he gave some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,pastors 
and teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, for 
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4 THE OHUKCH ON EARTH. 

the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ : till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ." The " all" narrows the body 
to true believers. I claim this as the fundamental 
use of the word " Church " in the New Testament, 
and I call it the invisible Church on earth — called 
so, because the parties that belong to it are known 
only to God, and their distinguishing character- 
istics seen by Him alone. 1 It stretches across all 
classes of men, and through all visible church 
divisions ; taking a portion from each, and em- 
bracing believers everywhere. It is the great 
congregation of the faithful under heaven — the 
mystical body of true saints throughout the world, 
Jew and Gentile. And the one condition of 
membership in it is the one condition of salvation, 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A second use of the word is that in Matt. xvi. 
18, 19, — "Thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church ; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto 

1 Appendix No. I. 
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NOMENCLATURE. 5 

thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Peter had 
just uttered his great confession, " Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God," and Jesus' eye, 
resting on the confessor, saw in him the nucleus 
of His new kingdom. His thoughts, therefore, 
reverted naturally to the great work He had come 
to do, viz., to build a Church or congregation like 
the old, but better than the old. The stones for 
the new living temple were, not a few of them, 
He saw, cut, hewn, ready. So He told His friends 
that He was about to build ; where also, and how 
He was to build ; and called the earthly building 
" His Church!* Peter was a stone in or on the 
rock already — his confession made. The true rock 
of Israel stood fast in the land, and the erection 
of the house should be proceeded with in season. 
Now I am aware that great difficulty has been 
felt in the interpretation of this passage. Eoman 
Catholics have fought with Protestants over it, 
and made it the citadel of St. Peter's privilege, 
and that of his so-called successors in the see of 
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6 THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

Eome. Peter, Peter's confession, Christ, have all 
been made the rock in the strife, and each view 
has had its powerful advocates. But our present 
purpose does not lead us into the battle-field. We 
are extricating from it the idea of " the Church " 
contained in it ; and there is more agreement on 
this point, though there are also differences. A 
little care brings us up to the truth. Two sup- 
positions, and just two, are possible. Either the 
true body of believers is represented by the word 
" church," or that true body and something more. 
I accept the latter alternative. It is not the 
body of believers joined to Christ by an inner, 
spiritual union; for Peter had no authority to 
do or undo the door of union to Christ. This is 
the rock on which Papists founder, when they 
confound two things which God has distinguished. 
Paul or Peter may plant and Apollos water, but 
God giveth the increase. It is that body of ber 
lievers already signalized by us as the invisible 
Church along with the whole outer organization 
of the kingdom of heaven on earth — assemblies 
for worship, dispensation of sacraments, exercise 
of discipline. I call it the visible Church. It 
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NOMENCLATURE. 7 

consists of ill those who have outwardly obeyed 
the outward call of the gospel, and enjoy the 
outward privileges of a church state, be they 
inwardly joined to Christ ' or not. It is built 
after the fashion of the old congregation of Israel, 
by a special outward call to special outward 
privileges, like that given to Abraham, when he 
left Ur of the Chaldees, and sojourned in the 
land of promise. Those who formally accept 
the call rightfully enjoy the privileges, whether 
Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, believers or 
unbelievers, just as the old " Kahal," or church 
or congregation of Israel embraced the whole 
old nation of Israel, good and bad, young and 
old, who were not ceremonially defiled, or other- 
wise incompatible with its sanctity. It bears 
the name of the kingdom of heaven, or of 
God, that it may be known to be the great suc- 
cessor of Israel's kingdom, better and nobler and 
wider than it was. And it holds the true 
mystical body of Christ in its bosom to give it 
life and immortality; for that has no outer 
organization of its own. The grant to the visible 
was made for the invisible till all come to the 
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8 THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God. So Christ's words are true, " The 
gates of hell (or death) shall not prevail against 
it/' And our Westminster definition is at the 
same time correct. This "Church, which is 
catholic or universal under the gospel (not con- 
fined to one nation as before under the law), 
consists of all those throughout the world that 
profess the true religion, together with their 
children : it is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the house and family of God, out of 
which there is no ordinary possibility of salva- 
tion." Calvin tells us (Inst lib. iv. ch. i. sect. 7) 
that it designates the whole multitude of men 
scattered in the world who profess to worship the 
one God and Christ ; are initiated into the faith 
of Christ by baptism, testify their unity in true 
doctrine and love by participation of the Supper ; 
have agreement in the word of God, and keep up 
the ministry instituted by Christ for the preach- 
ing thereof. Christ himself likens it to a field 
of mixed wheat, where tares were sown by an 
enemy, and wheat and tares grow together i to a 
net cast into the sea, which gathered fishes of every 
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NOMENCLATURE. 9 

kind ; to a collection of four-footed beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts and creeping things, and 
fowls of the air, clean and unclean. The great 
sheet let down from heaven showed it to Peter ; 
a congregation of Jews and Gentiles, where he 
must thenceforward minister and win souls to 
Christ. Its one term of membership was, and 
is, Peter's own confession of faith in Christ. 1 
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
A third form in which God's idea of a church 
comes to light in the New Testament is that of 
an assembly or assemblies of worshippers, who 
profess faith in Jesus, meeting in a particular 
place. This is simply a fragment of the one 
great visible Church, and we refer to it as ex- 
hibiting the visible and invisible, on a small 
scale, in one body. The Church in Jerusalem was 
of this sort, that at Eome, that at Ephesus, that 
in the house of Priscilla and Aquila ; and in the 
same sense, or reference, the Churches of Galatia; 
all the churches, the churches throughout Syria, 
the churches of Asia, etc., where those churches 

1 There is strictly a difference between terms of member- 
ship and terms of communion. 
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10 THE CHURCH ON EABTH. 

were scattered over a district. It is not our 
province now to determine the question as be- 
tween Independents on the one hand and Presby- 
terians or Episcopalians, etc., on the other hand, 
whether the word Church is used in Scripture for 
a number of congregations in one city, and having 
several communion rolls or not. The* true answer 
to that question depends very much, as all know 
who know anything of the controversy, on one 
issue, viz., Were there more congregations than one 
in Jerusalem, or Ephesus, or Corinth, under the 
designation of the " Church " then ? I am con- 
tent, for the present, to accept church or churches, 
and to claim what Independents, Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians, and Papists agree to grant me, 
that the churches in a particular locality were, 
in some sense or other, one, whatever the bond 
uniting them together might be. There was, 
indeed there could be, but one Church in those 
early apostolic days, when the outer form of 
government was regulated by the apostles, and 
the great doctrinal truths that had to be received 
or rejected were just the truths that decided 
whether a congregation of worshippers was to be 
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NOMENCLATURE. 11 

called a church or not. Then, the idea of churches 
other than as different congregations or different 
groups of congregations possessing or professing the 
same faith, and meeting, as the Lord gave them 
opportunity, at one communion table, and minis- 
tered to by the sameclassorclassesof office-bearers, 
was scarcely possible. And what lay at the root of 
the whole organization was the single congregation 
of the visible Church, with its unseen body of be- 
lievers, and its visible arrangements for edification 
and order. This Church, in its simplest form, is that 
of Matt, xviii. 17, and defined in the 20 th verse, 
as two or three gathered together in Christ's 
name, and Christ in the midst of them. " Tell it 
unto the church : but if he neglect to hear the 
church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man 
and a publican." The original reference, says Dr. 
Bannerman, was " to the Synagogue-court, known 
and established among the Jews, which had its 
elders and officers for the decision of such matters 
of discipline ;" l and, on the ground of a previous 
acquaintance with that Church, I allege, Christ 
expected His statement to be understood. There 
1 The Church o/CJiriat, p. 14. 
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12 THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

is nothing in the passage to indicate the way in 
which the Church should be told, whether through 
the office-bearers or otherwise; though a com- 
plaint lodged with the office-bearers was, to say 
the least of it, the most natural mode of procedure. 
There is nothing to determine absolutely whether 
it be enough to lodge the complaint with a parti- 
cular session or congregation of the Church, and 
let the case end there, or whether it should be 
carried on till the weight of the whole churches' 
opinion be brought to bear upon the transgressor. 
The whole reason for the reference being made, 
and the force of it after it was made, rested in 
the fact that Jesus Himself was in the mid3t of 
the Church to deal with the man that needed to 
be counselled. 

The Church on earth, then, according to the 
Scriptural representation of it, runs up into two 
fundamental senses : the Church invisible, con- 
sisting of believers ; and the Church visible, con- 
sisting of professed believers, with their children, 
which meet together after a partial fashion, and 
are seen in miniature in the single ordinary con- 
gregation. If everything was perfect, they should 



Digitized 



by Google 



NOMENCLATURE. 13 

coincide ; and now even they twain should be one 
flesh, for the grand struggle of the invisible is to 
make itself co-extensive with the visible. But 
there is a distinction between the two, by reason 
of the fact that there are wicked men and hypo- 
crites along with believers in the visible, while 
there are no hypocrites nor unbelievers in the 
invisible Church ; and we must deal with them 
separately to some extent, when we endeavour to 
put into shape the Biblical idea of the Church's 
unity. 

SECT. n. — THE ONENESS OF THE INVISIBLE CHURCH 
— W ; HAT IT IS. 

Two passages inform us of God's mind on the 
subject, John xvii. 21-23, and Eph. iv. 3-6. In 
the former of these, Christ breathes His prayer for 
unity among His people into His Father's ear 
just before He leaves the world and goes to the 
Father. In the latter, Paul deals in grandest 
stretch of thought with the true mystical body 
of Christ, and counts the marks of its marvellous 
unity. Take the words in John to begin with. 
The circumstances of the speaker were peculiarly 
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important and solemn ; the crosa where His life 
was to be given up for his own was near, but a 
day or so distant; and heaven, into which He 
should then pass, seemed open over-head to re- 
ceive Him and separate Him from His disciples. 
He felt as if separation were already accom- 
plished, for He said, " Now I am no more in the 
world, and I come to thee." It was a time when 
the future of His loved ones naturally troubled 
Him. Looking forward, therefore, to the dangers 
they were to encounter in the world as they 
passed through, He prayed, saying, " I pray not 
that thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from the eviL" 
Then His eye, it would seem, ran onward through 
the world's history, and He saw other disciples, 
believers in Him also, following after these. So 
He prayed again, " I pray for them also who 
shall believe on me through their word ; that they 
all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they also may be one in us : that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
And the glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them ; that they may be one, even as we 
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are one : I in them, and thou in me, that they 
may be made perfect in one/' Four things .lie 
distinctly on the surface here, and form a guide 
to every interpretation of the passage : 1. Jesus 
prayed for the Church in the world : " these are 
in the world." 2. He prayed for the body of be- 
lievers, or what is usually called the invisible 
Church on earth : " for them also that believe on 
me." 3. His prayer was, that all the members of 
that Church should be one in the Father and the 
Son : " one in us/' 4. The model or ideal of be- 
lievers' oneness in the Church was to be His own 
oneness with the Father: " that they may be one" 
(one thing, «/), " as we are ;" " that they all may 
be one" («/), " as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee." There are, therefore, two unities brought 
before us in this passage ; the oneness of the 
Mediator with the Father, and the oneness of 
believers with each other on earth. The latter 
is perfect, just as it approaches in likeness to the 
former. And the oneness in both cases, which 
otherwise expressed is being " one thing," gets 
body in love, — social, all-pervading loye. Paul's 
words to the Colossians are : " Above all things 
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16 THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness ; 
and let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
the which also ye are called in one body" This 
tells us of it in the Church. John's summary of 
God is : " God is love." This speaks of it in the 
happy realms of Deity and divine fellowship. 

We look at the model or eternal antitype, after 
which the unity of the Church in the world is 
fashioned. Then we may be able to sketch the 
copy. 

Jesus' oneness with the Father is a most mys- 
terious subject ; unfathomable when you look 
down into it ; resting on the union of Father and 
Son in the Godhead, and running its lines of 
thought away into the deeps of God's nature. 
Its outer side faces us in revelation, and is sum- 
marized in " God manifest in the flesh." Christ's 
own words, so often repeated in this same Gospel, 
express it, " I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me." Here also we have it, " As thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee," and we get no more ex- 
plicit account of it anywhere. We are told, indeed, 
that " the man who believes in Jesus believes in the 
Father that sent Him ; " that " the man who hath 
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seen Jesus hath seen the Father ;" that " the man 
who knows Jesus knows the Father also," 1 and 
these and similar statements help us to under- 
stand the fact that the Father is in Christ. But 
we are carried by the truth itself right up to the 
great doctrine of the Trinity, and must start thence 
downwards in our exposition of the one thing 
which Jesus and his Father are. View the position 
of the parties on that night of prayer and all 
through those years of ministry. Two persons 
stood face to face with each other. Jesus, the Word 
made flesh, spoke to and spoke of His Father in 
Heaven as another and a different person from 
himself. "I" and "thou," running all through 
His prayers, declare it. He lived to please 
His Father, doing His will very much as you 
or I would live in a much lower way to honour 
our parents. " I came not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me." The fact that 
He spoke to God as His Father was evident to 
the Jews. They sought to kill Him because He 
said that God was His father, making Himself 
equal with God. It was real also to the mind of 

1 John xii. 44 ; xiv. 9 ; xiv. 7. 
B * 
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Christ. He said to His disciples, " Ye see me no 
more, because I go to the Father," and the marvel- 
lous thing about them was this, that these twain, 
Father and Son — personally so distinct — were 
"one thing." The Father was in the Son, and 
the Son was in the Father. How ? 

The thought here does not respect the unity of 
essence or nature. We do not inquire how God's 
essence or being, or nature (<f>v<nsi) is numerically 
one and yet equally possessed in its entirety by 
three. It deals with the personal oneness of the 
Mediator and his Father. "We seek to know how 
or in what respects the Father in heaven and 
the Son in the flesh on earth, being personally 
twain, are so united as to be " one thing." 

They are " one thing," 1st, on account of having 
one essence or nature (together with the Spirit), 
and so constituting one infinitely glorious, singu- 
lar, organized, spiritual being, God. 

It will be observed that I speak not of the 
science or philosophy of the divine unit. That 
is one thing, and the knowledge of the fact 
that Jesus and His Father are numerically 
one in their nature or being is another 
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thing. The latter is largely revealed The 
former is not revealed in any way. I am con- 
cerned with the scriptural representation of the 
fact. 

The case of Father and Son is totally different 
from that of two individual men on earth. You and 
your dearest friend may be very much together, 
and have much of sentiment and feeling and 
nature in common, and may on that account be 
said to be very much " one thing." But it is not 
mere sameness or similarity of nature or disposi- 
tion, or character or opinion, that lies at the root 
of their unity. It is numerical oneness of being. 
The two unite along with the Spirit to make one 
Being. You and your friend have distinct exist- 
ences, however much you may be at one. You were 
not born on the same day ; you will not die, per- 
haps, in the same year, and you will stand as dis- 
tinctly different beings at the judgment seat. 
Those eternal twain are one indivisible Being, 
simple, not composite, in its numerical oneness. 
They were so, go as far back beyond the bound- 
ary of time as you will, and they never will be 
two distinct self-existent beings apart from each 
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other. It is here, at this fountainhead, that the 
oneness begins which makes them the "one thing " 
of which Christ spoke — here that the first glimpse 
of it is gotten. " There is no other God but one." 
" To us there is but one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, and we in him ; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him." 
Conceive the thing as far as it is possible for us to 
venture on ground so holy and so lofty with the 
unhallowed footsteps of our thoughts, that we may 
not blunder in regard to it, either going too far or 
stopping short of what is revealed. And take the 
materials furnished you for the purpose by the 
prayer we are considering. Christ is before you, the 
Father's servant, the Father's revealer, the Father's 
Son. " No man hath seen God at any time, the only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him." His previous oneness with the 
Father in essence or nature, or being, was not 
broken. It had not even been marred by the in- 
carnation. Nor was His old natural position in the 
Godhead altered or lost by the new relation in which 
He stood as the Mediator. I may not cease to be my 
father's son, bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh, 
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merely because I become his servant. There 
He was, strange — mysteriously, awfully strange — 
though it seem, Jesus of Nazareth, bone of our 
bone, and flesh of our flesh, and yet God — God in 
Heaven by nature, 1 associated — one — with His 
Father in the eternal essence or being. Human 
nature in both its parts was but linked on to God 
by a singular organization which neither deified the 
manhood nor humanized the divinity. The Son of 
God — (He) the ego of Him in the Deity — went 
into, took on Him humanity, and the grand old 
oneness of Father and Son put its imprimatur 
on the marvellous new organism and admitted 
it to its fellowship, calling it very good. It 
was then as it is now, and shall be in heaven 
eternally, a human part in the Divine Being 
— a piece of human organism attached to Him. 
The Son, personally distinct from the Father and 
Spirit, claimed the nature He got on earth as His 
own portion or prize, through which and in which 
He might suffer and serve while they did not ; 
associated it with the Divine Nature which He also 
had as His in common with the Father and Spirit. 
1 " Who is in heaven," 6 &v iv t<£ ovpavco. — John iii. 13. 
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They consented to the association, recognised the 
alliance, and thenceforward God, as a divine being, 
stood visible in the man Christ Jesus — the ground- 
work laid for the fullest revelation of the Great 
God and Father in the Son. And the Mediator, so 
prepared, became the natural Eevealer. " In him 
dwelt the fulness of the Godhead bodily/' Believer, 
this is your God in Christ visible, visibly repre- 
sented to the eye and ear, and heart and understand- 
ing of the whole Church as they come to worship. 
Happy stroke of unfathomable wisdom which ar- 
ranged it, so that the sinner cannot come to wor- 
ship in the acceptable way but he has the visible 
embodiment of the one Being that God is in his 
eye to meditate upon ! The thing, indeed, is hard 
to grasp. Nature, earth, the universe besides can- 
not furnish us with an image of it. The union of 
body and soul in a human being, where he that 
is the man feels that he owns both soul and body, 
and the body bends at the soul's nod, may illus- 
trate the union of the divine and human natures 
in Christ where the person (ego) of the eternal 
Son owns a divine nature as well as human soul 
and body, and is present and feels, and wills 
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and acts in all the three. It cannot illustrate the 
union of three eternal persons in one divine 
being or essence, where the three make but 
one being, God. This is the grandest height of 
all existence. There is no likeness to be had of 
it in heaven or in earth, save the copy of it in 
the Church. But your resurrection eyes, believer, 
shall one day see itself, when you descry your 
own humanity far up in God, and God in Christ 
wearing your nature, and reconciled to sinners, 
reigning in inaccessible light over His ransomed 
ones ; the kingdom being delivered to God, even 
the Father. 

2d. Jesus and the Father are " one thing," in- 
asmuch as the Father renders His person 1 (or iyd) 
visible in Him ; and He bears His Father's per- 
sonal image, while the Father retains His own 
personal properties. 

1 The Alexandrians regarded xmooraais (translated person 
in our English version, Heb. i. 3) as equivalent to ovaia, 
essence, being, and also to <f>vais nature. The Easterns, 
after Basil, used vTr6araats for the individual (say Paul) of 
whom the ovaia or <f>vais was the nature. The Westerns 
translated both ovaia and \m6araais by substantia, and they 
spoke of one substantia and three persons. I adopt the 
Eastern phraseology. 
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This is a further development of the thought, 
" Thou, Father, art in me and I in thee ;" and 
leads us right into the channel-head of revelation, 
where the only-begotten Son is seen declaring the 
Father in His very image. The author of the 
Hebrews states it when he tells us that the Son, 
by whom God speaks to us in these last days, is 
"the brightness of the Father's glory, and the 
express image of his person." Paul refers to it 
when he speaks of Christ Jesus being in the 
form of God, and not thinking it robbery to be 
equal with God ; and further, the same apostle 
declares it twice at least in so many words (Col. 
i. 15), "The Son is the image of the invisible 
God;" (2 Cor. iv. 4), Christ "is the image of 
God." I do not deem it difficult, therefore, to 
signalize the fact, however difficult it may be 
fully to conceive its import, which we found 
also to be the case with the still more mysterious 
subject of the Divine unity, in the previous para- 
graph. You look on the Son and you see the 
Father in Him — the eternal Father — the same 
that is one Being with Him through His personal 
relationship to Him in the one nature of God- 
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head ; so much one Being that all the qualities 
of the one nature are the attributes of both. The 
likeness of a son to his father among men gives 
us a peg of earth to hang the notion on, and the 
whole language of Scripture is so couched as to 
give it point. The Son is begotten of the Father, 
while the Spirit is not so represented, nor is He 
said to bear the Father's image like the Son in His 
person. This is the privilege of Christ which 
made him pre-eminently "one thing" with the 
Father, and enabled Him to stand for Him, His 
representative, as no other could. Not that there 
is about the Spirit any phase of personal cha- 
racter or disposition in any way different from 
that of Father and Son, which might be said to 
make Him unlike them. He has the same 
natural attributes, in virtue of possessing the 
same nature (or essence or being) ; and when 
you venture into the innermost sanctuary of the 
personality which individualizes Him, you find 
one, equally Godlike and of a like divine morale 
or disposition. But the person or ego of the 
Son, which constitutes the Son, and distinguishes 
Him from Father and Spirit, seems to have more 
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a likeness to that which constitutes the Father 
in the region of divine ontology, and distinguishes 
Efim from Son and Spirit, than the person (or 
ego) of the Spirit has to the Father; and the 
personal characteristics of the Son, if we can ven- 
ture on such a thing as distinct from the natural 
attributes possessed in common by the three, are 
an exact reproduction of those of the Father. 
Calvin has put the thing with the hand of a 
master (Instit, lib. i. ch. 13, sect. 2), as he always 
does, referring to that locus classicus, Heb. i. 3. 
" Assuredly/' he says, " we gather that there is a 
hypostasis in the Father which shines in the 
Son and an hypostasis in the Son which distin- 
guishes him from the Father. ,, Again (a few 
lines before), " because the Father, although dis- 
tinguished from the Son , by what constitutes 
Himself, has expressed His whole self in the Son ; 
it is, for the very best of reasons, said that He 
has rendered His hypostasis [ego or person] 
visible (conspicuous) in Him." Ah, just so, this 
whole self is expressed in the Christ, or Son, who 
speaks to us in these last days. The innermost sub- 
sistence or hypostasis in that Son's human nature, 
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when you go down into the region of his ontology, 
is the express image of the Father's person — the 
exact impression of His hypostasis ; a second self 
of His ; and the effulgence of the Father's glory 
beams from Him as the rays from the sun or heat 
from the fire. He, Himself, His heart, His mind, 
His thoughts, His will, His love, His qharacter — all 
that constitutes Him, every virtue of divinity in 
Him, represents the Father, and expresses what 
is in the Father; so that the Father is in 
the Son as the root of those mighty powers by 
which He wrought; and he is in the Father, 
rooted in Him, and manifesting the Father's 
powers. His very human nature, and His human 
nature as such, is the temple where the Father 
in His glory is seen among men ; for this is the 
glory which the Father gave Him, and so the old 
image that Adam lost comes back again to earth, 
dazzling in more than its original beauty, high as 
the person of the Father in the Son can raise it. 
No wonder that Jesus said, " He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father ;" " He that hateth me 
hateth my Father also ;" " If ye had known me 
ye should have known my Father also;" "The 
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words that I speak unto you, I speak not of my- 
self ; but the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
doeth the works ;" " My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work." There is something here surely 
tangible enough to form the ground on which our 
Lord might affirm, as He so often did, " I and my 
Father are one " — " one thing." 

3d. The Son was not only the representative of 
the Father in His Father's likeness ; He was also 
His Servant; and in this respect, too, he was 
" one thing" with the Father. 

" I came not to do mine own will," said Christ, 
" but the will of him that sent me." The will 
of the Master was the will of the Servant. " The 
Son can do nothing of himself but what he seeth 
the Father do ; for what things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise." The work of 
the Servant was the work of the Master. " My 
meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work." The pleasure of the Servant 
was the pleasure of the Master. " I can of mine 
own self do nothing ; as I hear I judge, and my 
judgment is just, because I seek not mine own will 
but the will of the Father which hath sent me." 
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There was no independent action taken by the Son, 
as Servant, apart from the Father, or without con- 
sulting the Father's wishes. The way and manner 
of the Servant's working was the way and manner 
of the Master's will. "As the Father hath taught 
me, I speak these things, and he that sent me is 
with me ; the Father hath not left me alone, for 
I do always those things that please him." The 
very words of the Servant were the veritable 
words of the Master : and wherever the Son was 
there the Father was, backing and upholding 
Him. The unanimity or harmony, in thoughts 
and ways, between Servant and Master, was per- 
fect, and the Son in His service was unexcep- 
tionably true to His character as representa- 
tive, in His Father's image. The world saw the 
God of Salvation, in Christ, as " one thing." The 
designer and the doer of the work stood each in 
His place, and they kept the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace (reconciliation), nobly and 
divinely throughout in Him. Human soul and 
body might clog the divine Son, clothe Him in 
the garb, and suit Him for the position of Servant. 
His headquarters and His concentrated personal 



Digitized 



by Google 



30 THE CHUECH ON EABTH. 

presence or subsistence might, for the time, be 
on earth ; but His Father's face, like the glorious 
sun at noonday, shone into His heart, and the 
old presence which delighted Him in eternity did 
not fail to fill His humanity in time with the old 
life of heaven. So there were two wills and two 
minds indeed, but they were at one, and one 
scheme of thought and one current of feeling, and 
one work of creation, and one work of redemption 
in the great love of God to sinners, went on un- 
broken to its end on Calvary, and will go on 
unmarred to its final goal in eternity, not a jar 
or a discord in all the long history. God is 
love. 

Turn next to the "one thing " which the 
Church should be, fashioned as it is under this 
great model; Christ meant the copy to be like 
the original; similar, if not the same in the whole 
features and elements of its organization. The 
words we meditate on give explicit form to this 
truth. Ver. 21, " I pray that they all may be one 
('one thing' ) as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee: that they also may be 'one thing* in us, 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent 
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me," ie. t The Father and the Son are " one thing " 
for the purpose of making all believers "one 
thing " in them, and so setting the Son's oneness 
with the Father before the world : Again, ver. 22, 
23, "And the glory which thou gavest me, I have 
given them, that they may be 'one* even as we 
are ' one : ' I in them and thou in me, that they 
may be made perfect in c one/ and that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them as thou hast loved me:" i.e., Jesus gave 
the disciples He drew around Him the glory which 
the Father gave Him, to the end that His people 
might be " one thing," as He and His Father were 
"one thing." I try to sketch briefly this "one 
thing," in the light of this and other Scripture. 

1st We find, in exact accordance with the 
order we have followed in describing the model, 
that the members of the Church are united in one 
body, just as Jesus and His Father are joined in 
the one Being — God. This lies at the root, 
and is the foundation of the " one thing," which 
the Church is, just as oneness in Being lies at 
the root of the "one thing" which Jesus- and 
His Father are. We have much Scripture to 
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this effect. John tells us of one flock, one sheep- 
fold, one shepherd, to be when the middle wall of 
partition was broken down, and Jew and Gentile 
met in one great chamber of God's house, as it 
had been the use and wont of the whole Old 
Testament to announce. Abraham was to be the 
father of many nations. To that he was called. 
Paul, too, speaks of the Gentiles so gathered 
into the Church, as fellow- citizens of the 
saints and domestics of God; and he tells 
the Eomans of only one Olive tree on which 
the Gentiles were grafted. Again he says, "As 
we have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office ; so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another." Again, his words are : 
" For as the body is one and hath many members, 
and all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body, so also is Christ/' And once again : 
"And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come into the unity of the 
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faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ ;" and "may grow 
up into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ : from whom the whole body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body, unto the' edifying of itself 
in love." Everywhere, when the Church comes 
into view throughout God's book, it appears 
characteristically as one body, and the mystical 
organization of many individuals into one body 
and under one head, Christ, thus presented, is 
a living, spiritual organism, which represents 
Christ in the world, as Christ represented His 
Father. It is indeed another Christ, for, as in 
the case of the Christ himself, the Father dwelt 
in Him, and the One Being visible to the world's 
eyes was Christ; so here, the Father and Son 
dwell in the body of believers by the Christ, 
and the one living organism that thus emerges 
from the ruins of a fallen world in virtue of 
the present Christ is the Church. Paul, long ago, 
c 
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sumamed it "The Christ" (1 Cor. xii. 12). And 
the Christ himself, before that, had assured the 
Jews that He will deem it a second self in the 
great day of judgment. Identifying Himself 
with the least of His little ones, He says : " I 
was an hungered, and ye gave me meat : thirsty, 
and ye gave^.me drink: I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in : naked, and ye clothed me : I was 
sick, and in prison, and ye came unto me. Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have -done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me ; " and what holds of the least 
of the little ones, will hold much more of the 
Church as a whole, which His presence, with 
the presence of the Father in Him, makes a living 
thing. Christ, in short, is the sum of it : a sum- 
mary mode of expressing it. His mediatorial 
life-powers as they expand grow into the Church, 
and sinners that become united to 'Him in the 
Church, grow up into Him; so that He is the 
proper name for the whole body: the soul too 
of the body, to give it immortal worth, as He is 
the head and heart of it, to give it wisdom and 
love. "Of God {etc Qeov) are ye in Christ Jesus," 
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says Paul to the Corinthians, "who from God 
(airo 0eov) is made unto us wisdom, and right- 
eousness, and sanetification, and redemption." He 
is the vine, His disciples are the branches, and the 
whole tree in a measure and after a sort is Christ. 
We are " partakers of His holiness," of His "suffer- 
ings," ay, and of the " divine nature," Peter says. 
We do not need to sketch the process by which 
the organic body develops itself into the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ in order to 
get a hold of its unity. Those who know the merest 
elements of the gospel, know that the application 
of the redemption purchased by Christ is accom- 
plished by the Spirit working faith in us, and 
thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual call- 
ing, so that Christ is thenceforward said to be in 
us, and we are said to be in Him, just as the 
Father is said to be in Christ, and Christ in the 
Father ; for there is a parallel between the two, 
however far short the latter comes of the former, 
and however different in many respects. Enough 
to know that this body is a living thing, which the 
one Spirit of God permeating all makes one, as 
much so as these natural bodies of ours with their 
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many members are one, or the old temple with 
its many stones or compartments was one : that 
it is distinct from God in Christ and holds its 
place apart, yet is like to Christ, the living em- 
bodiment of Him, and exhibits the power of His 
life just as Christ is the living embodiment of the 
Father and exhibits His divine virtues. The 
many different individuals composing it are but 
members of the mystical body joined together 
in one living organism — many in one — as are 
the three persons of the Godhead in one Being, 
God, who is rendered visible in Christ. My 
brother by my side is not more a single being, 
with heart's blood pulsing through every part of 
him, than is the Church a real living thing and 
one body by the side of God in Christ. You see 
it not a united thing in articulated form now. It 
has no outer organization different from the visible 
Church. But itself and the inner unity of it 
wrought by Christ and incapable of being finally 
broken up, though unseen on earth will ultimately 
come to light somehow perfected in heaven. It 
has got prophets, and apostles, and a ministry 
given it of God, who work in the outer porch of 
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visible Church organization for its behoof and un- 
to its edification, and their presence is the sign of 
its existence. Its members, many of them, gather 
round a communion table and there express their 
union to Christ and fellowship with one another 
in the benefits of redemption. That is a sign of 
its unity even now ; and no matter though un- 
believers sit at meat along with them, for the pre- 
sence of these does not destroy the significance of 
the act. Faith will lead us safely on to vision, and 
the great organization, dwelt in by the Spirit and 
held together by His presence, one mighty living 
temple full of worshippers, with the glory of God. 
in Christ conspicuous in the midst of it, shall 
stand midway between God and the lost, a living 
thing eternally. 

2. The members of this mystical body are all 
like each other in Christ, and communicate in each 
other's gifts and graces ; and therefore also they are 
" one thing/' This comes in due course, the second 
trait of likeness in the copy to the original. 

The great fact in the Church's constitution 
that turns up here, leads us into the very heart 
of its life and being. The members of the Church 
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are born of God, and they bear Christ's image in 
their persons, just as Jesus bears the Father's 
image, though after a much lower fashion, and 
only so far as the creature can be like the un- 
created one. The stamp of their heavenly Father's 
likeness is on them all. It were needless for me 
to elaborate the rationale of this fact at length. 
Scripture has defined it with sufficient clearness 
and precision by the mere statement of it. Even 
the unworthy high priest Caiaphas indicated it 
accurately enough when he prophesied, not in so 
many words, but in the Spirit, according to John, 
that Jesus should die not for the Jewish nation 
only, but that also He might gather together in 
one 1 the children of God that were scattered abroad. 
The children of earth, we all know, resemble their 
father. And Paul put it explicitly, " Whom he 
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the first-born among many brethren." Again, "We 
all with unveiled face, beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 

1 els cv, " into one thing," John xi. 52. 
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of the Lord." Kegeneration, everybody knows, 
restores to man the moral image he lost by the 
Fall, and reunites a disrupted family that broke 
off from its maker and fell a- fighting like so 
many atoms repulsive of each other. John's 
favourite phrase for it is, " Born of God," or of 
the Spirit. And the child of this heavenly birth 
is like its parent ; all that was torn down of the 
original image is restored, and more. The man 
is not merely a likeness of God in His immortal 
nature, and as a spiritual being capable of thought, 
feeling, and morality, therefore fit to be damned 
or crowned, but his thoughts, and feelings, and 
wishes, and morale are in some measure in har- 
mony with God's, and he is the heir of a crown 
in God's kingdom destined to be impeccable. Con- 
science, that monarch of the soul, who had been 
dethroned, has got his throne again at the hands of 
the heart's love, and governs in wisdom and power, 
unto holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. The 
man is like a god. He is a son of God, and the roots 
of the analogy lie deep in the indwelling presence 
of the eternal Son — the Christ. When He enters 
the heart in person, He prints the Father's image 
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on the soul, and it is renewed, regenerated ; be- 
lievers get power to become sons ; He and they 
are children together, members of the same house- 
hold. Not that the imprinting of that image on 
the believer's heart makes the ego of the man 
divine in any sense. No. Looked at in the inner 
sanctuary of his being, the man (ego) as distinct 
from the soul in which he rejoices, or the body in 
which he sees the light, is the same human indi- 
vidual he was before when he sorrowed amid the 
ruin of the nature he owned. In all that con- 
stitutes himself, and distinguishes him from the 
eternal Son, he is still simply the man he was — 
his personal substance, as well as the substance of 
his soul, the same. But his features of moral char- 
acter are changed ; he has turned the brow of the 
hill, between death and life, down into the land of 
immortal sinlessness. Paul saw the distinction 
clearly between himself and his sinful nature, 
after renewal, no less than the difference between 
his former and his latter self. " It is no more I 
that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me." Himself 
(his ego) was born of God, and incapable of sin- 
ning. John vouches for it. " He that is born of 
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God cannot sin." And Peter lets us into the 
same secret of impeccability when he points be- 
lievers on through the divine power, that gives 
them all things, unto the glorious goal of be- 
coming partakers of the divine nature — like to 
God. There is indeed danger of believers, after 
renewal, falling back into their old ways of un- 
righteousness, because of the remnant of the old 
nature that remained in them. But the position 
of the believer in this respect only resembles at 
a distance that in which Jesus stood when in the 
flesh, and before He came to the fulness of His 
glory. The Son, by generation as an eternal 
person, was impeccable. He could not sin, yet 
dwelling as He did in human nature, with a cer- 
tain sort of imperfection and finiteness about it, 
He was, apart from His divine perfection, liable 
to transgress against the will of His Father. This 
rendered His probation possible, and His finished 
work meritorious ; and the born child of God, by 
regeneration, were, I take it, impeccable now as 
he shall be hereafter, but for the fragment of the 
race's fallen nature that abides in him through 
life after his regeneration. The picture of like- 



Digitized 



by Google 



42 THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

ness to Christ, therefore, is complete in each in- 
dividual that forms a part of Christ's body, and 
all of them together bearing one family likeness, 
and filled with the Spirit of grace, are manifestly 
children of the household. Every one shows the 
same image and superscription on the soul, as 
all stand united in one body, and they are verily 
" one thing." Feelings and thoughts, and sym- 
pathies and tendencies, are common to them, ten 
thousandfold more so than in the otherwise most 
congenial of human natures. Their loves and 
hates, their general dispositions and affections, 
their moral characters and spheres of action and 
most sacred employments are alike, and they are 
unique and singular in contrast to those of the 
world. They cannot but be one. 

3. The members of this body of Christ, while 
bearing one family likeness, are, still further, the 
servants of each other, as Christ was the servant 
of His Father. Thus, once more, believers are 
"one thing" like them. Scripture is explicit on 
this point as on these others, and the language of 
Scripture is more abundant as you get to the sur- 
face of its teaching. Speaking to the Church of 
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the Philippians, 'where, as in all the apostolic 
churches, the body of believers formed the Church, 
Paul instructs them what they should be as mem- 
bers of the true body of Christ. This, indeed, is 
always his fashion, whether he addresses them as 
saints, by outward or inward calling. " Let no- 
thing be done through strife or vain-glory, but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better 
than themselves. Look not every man on his 
own things, but every man also on the things of 
others. Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus : who being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of man : and being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death." Thus the example of self-sacrifice which 
Jesus set as He served His Father on His dis- 
ciples' behalf, is the pattern for believers to follow 
with respect to each other on behalf of Christ. 
They must serve one another, as he served His 
Father. And the words of the same apostle to the 
Eomans are of like effect (xii. 3, and the whole 
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chapterm extenso onwards). "For I say, through the 
grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 
For as we are many members in one body, and 
all members have not the same office; so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every one, 
members one of another. Having then gifts, dif- 
fering according to the grace that is given to us, 
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to 
the proportion of faith ; or ministry, let us wait 
on our ministering," etc. Still further, " Let love 
be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is 
evil, cleave to that which is good. Be kindly 
affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in 
honour preferring one another." So throughout. 
The edification of all is the office of each. This 
is the grand law of duty which must rule the 
conduct of every member of the Church. And 
love — mutual love — forbearance, kindly affection, 
is the active or working principle in the heart, 
when the duty is done, which moulds the mem- 
bers that serve each other into " one thing." A 
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whole host of concurrent passages show that we 
have reached here a stratum of apostolic teaching. 
" Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear 
of God " (Eph. v. 21). "Walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness 
and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love" (Eph. iv. 1, 2). " Speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ : from whom the 
whole body, fitly joined together; maketh increase 
of the body, unto the edifying of itself in love " 
(Eph. iv. 15, 16). "This is his commandment, 
that we love one another, as he gave us com- 
mandment" (1 John iii. 23). " Hereby perceive 
we the love of God, because he laid down his life 
for us : and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren " (1 John iii 16). " Above all these 
things put on charity, which is the bond of per- 
fectness. And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 
body " (Col. iii. 14, 15). We need not go further. 
Submission to one another, lowliness, meekness, 
with long-suffering, forbearing one another, edifi- 
cation of one another in love; these are the 
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natural outer crown or climax of the inner unity 
which welds the members of Christ's body to- 
gether in the peace of God. Love here, as else- 
where, is the fulfilling of the law ; and the third 
section of the great model — that one thing which 
Christ and the Father are, while the Son serves 
in love, and the two together carry through 
harmoniously the great plan of redemption — has 
its counterpart in the copy, when believers serve 
each other and work together, in the one likeness 
of Christ for the upbuilding of the one Church 
and the glory of God in Christ. Set, then, the 
model and the copy side by side. The Father 
and Son, two persons, are one Being; they are 
like each other. The Son serves the Father, and 
while He does so, the will of the servant is the will 
of the Master, infallibly ; God in Christ is love. 
The members of the Church, many individuals, 
are one body ; they are like each other, being like 
Christ; they serve one another as He taught them, 
and while they do so, they are builded together 
in peace — a great work of redemption — another 
Christ, to the praise of the riches of grace. 
There, too, all is love. The flower, though modi- 
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fied by outer circumstances of position and 
weather, retains the structure of the bud. The 
picture, though marred in the painting, presents, 
nevertheless, in the main, the general features of 
the original. Let me, my God, be privileged to 
have heaven's gates unbarred before me at the last, 
and look in, a spectator, nay a worshipper, when 
this contrast shall be fully drawn in the facts of 
heaven's history ; and let me have a glimpse, if 
Thou wilt, to enrapture me of those two most 
singular and amazing objects in heaven, that sur- 
pass angelic natures in their glory. Thyself, Thou 
" three-one " God in Christ, upon thy throne, 
reigning in thine own inimitable oneness ! And 
Thy Church, Christ, many-in-one, in the midst 
of which Thou art and Thy Father in Thee ; one 
glorious living thing made by Thee, like to Thee 
in Thy oneness — the only living likeness of the 
three-one God ! 

SECT. IIL THE ONENESS OF THE INVISIBLE CHURCH, 
ON EARTH — HOW MANIFESTED. 

This Church has no outer organization of its 
own, apart from that of the visible Church, and the 
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organization of the visible Church does not ex- 
actly correspond with it. We endeavoured to 
make that plain from Scripture in our definition 
at the outset. Its members are not found in any. 
single ecclesiastical body or number of ecclesi- 
astical bodies organized into one Church of be- 
lievers. There are unbelievers, mere professors, 
mixed up with them everywhere in all the 
churches. God's original plan certainly was, and 
His effort still is, as far as possible, to get the 
visible and the invisible, the body of professors, 
and the body of believers, to coalesce or coincide 
and be one; and if men were not capable of 
deceiving themselves or acting the hypocrite it 
would be so. But the devil mars. the plan. The 
Churches, visible and invisible, do not coincide ; 
and tares and wheat grow together in the wheat- 
field, good and bad fishes are in the gospel net, 
clean and unclean beasts in the great heaven- 
descended sheet. Things must be taken as we 
find them. God in some measure takes them so. 1 
He allows the distinction between the Church of 
believers and the Church of professors to continue 
1 See Appendix No. I. 
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on earth till the harvest of the world be reaped, 
and grants them a common charter for their or- 
ganization. 

Accepting the position, then, that there is no 
outer organization corresponding to the inner unity 
of the body of believers, three common errors are 
swept away at a stroke : 1st, the Roman Catholic 
one, that the body of the faithful is the visible 
Church under one head, the pope ; 2d, the High 
Church one, that the unity of believers culminates 
in the episcopal order ; 3d, the very common one, 
held by those who have no definite notions as to 
the whereabouts of the Church's oneness, that it 
consists in one general assembly or synod, and 
one set of presbyteries or congregations. All 
these go as false representations of the one body, 
pope, priests-orders, assemblies, classical, synodical, 
or general, alike. The oneness of believers does 
not lie in the region of church government at all. 
It might, apart from divine instructions to the 
v contrary, be built up by totally different agencies 1 

1 See Appendix No. II. It is possible to conceive Episco- 
pacy building up believers in one portion of the Church and 
Presbyterianism working in another, both appointed of God 
to build up its unity. 
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in different quarters of the world, and it does not 
take shape, nor concentrate, nor represent itself 
by Presbyterianism, or Independency, or Episco- 
pacy, or all these combined. Nay, church govern- 
ment of no sort, mixed nor unmixed, can be said 
to become the outer symbol of its inner unity. 
God has given it another position, concentrated it 
in another region, represented it by a totally 
different thing. Every man knows, or should 
know, that the unity of the corporeal body he 
owns neither consists, nor is located in the unity 
or uniformity of its hands or feet, though these, 
like church government, are given for the con- 
venience, and profit, and upbuilding of the body. 
It lies rather in the body itself. And the Roman 
Catholic theory which went to shivers at the 
Eeformation, as a broken potter's vessel, should 
have been cast out long ago from our ecclesiastical 
councils — every insidious form or modification of 
it. In the light of the Word, then, what is the 
form in which church-unity does manifest itself? 
The words of Jesus, " I in them and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one, and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast 
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loved them as thou hast loved me," are enough to 
assure us beyond all question that it can be seen by 
the world. And two passages, in wake of the results 
already reached will inform us how ; Eph. iv. 3, 
" Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace ;" 1 Cor. x. 16, 17, "The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of Christ ? the bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Christ ? 
For we, being many, are one bread, and one body : 
for we are all partakers of that one bread." 

The first enforces effort on the part of believers 
to catch up and express in and among themselves 
the outer lineaments of their oneness — those, viz., 
indicated in paragraphs 2. and 3. of Section n. 
immediately foregoing. The second tells how be- 
lievers exhibit the invisible body of their oneness, 
by a visible symbol or representation of it at the 
communion table. And the two together are re- 
presented by the two incidents which Jesus linked 
to one another in the history of that night before 
His betrayal, when He sat down to meat with His 
disciples, after having washed their feet. 

1st " Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
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Spirit in the bond of peace." I make no question 
of the application of these words to the invisible 
Church. None can be made. " Till we all come 
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God" — words occurring, at the 13th 
verse — assure us that all in it are believers ; nor 
do I feel anxiety about the settlement of differ- 
ences in the interpretation of the passage. The 
spirit may be the personal Holy Spirit, as most 
moderns affirm, or the spirit of unanimity in be- 
lievers, as Calvin, with others, held. The unity 
of the spirit may be the unity produced by the 
Spirit of God, or concord of spirit in the mem- 
bers as the result of the presence of the one 
Spirit. I accept the state of things which both 
these interpretations give us, and I take the re- 
sult of unanimity and peace, which, on either 
supposition, the apostle must be held to aim at, 
as sufficient for my purpose, and expressing ex- 
actly the oneness of believers that naturally meets 
the world's eye. Unanimity cannot properly exist 
without the redintegration and re-harmonizing of 
the old contending elements in fallen nature — in 
other words, the restoration of God's lost image 
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to the soul of man. And if this be held as pre- 
sent, and oneness of spirit prevail, and peace seal 
up the union, then everything that can give indi- 
cation of really existing oneness is secured, and 
the elements contained in likeness to Christ, and 
the mutual service of love unto the upbuilding of 
the body, which believers are bound to manifest, 
manifest themselves, and the one heart and mind 
which God's Spirit works in all the members, lies 
like a kernel in the shell of peace before the world. 
Brotherliness reveals the brotherhood ; inner one- 
ness comes to the surface, and is seen and felt in 
likemindedness, brotherly love, forbearance, and 
mutual service, apart from all unity or uniformity 
of government — I should rather say in spite of de- 
nominationalism, or denominational government. 
This principle, whether you apply it to single 
congregations, or groups of congregations called 
churches, enables us to see how the unity of the 
invisible Church, though in itself inner and in- 
visible, may be seen. The case, indeed, to which 
the apostle applied it was the Church in Ephesus, 
corresponding certainly to a congregation, or the 
congregations of one denomination at least, for 
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the members of that Church were in full fellow- 
ship with the other apostolic churches. To them 
he said, " Let all bitterness and wrath, and anger 
and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice, and be ye kind one to an- 
other, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you," vir- 
tually calling on them thereby to show their 
inner unity, and guard it sacredly in the bond 
of peace. But the principle, unmodified, sweeps 
across the different churches wherever believers 
may be found, and demands likeness to Christ, 
and brotherly love, and mutual service from God's 
children towards each other in all the churches. 
It condemns those jealousies and strifes for mem- 
bership among the different denominations of 
Christians as a disgrace to Christianity — a blot 
on its fair fame. It puts out of court as un- 
christian, and without a plea, those claims to 
occupy ground with new churches, which are so 
often made merely for the purpose of ousting 
another denomination. The children of God in 
the Free Church, and in the United Presbyterian 
Church, and in the Established Church, and in the 
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Episcopal Church, and in the Original Secession 
Church, are bound to make their oneness felt by 
brotherly love, and mutual respect, and Christ-like 
service, and it may not be smothered or broken 
without grievous transgression. 1 This lies at the 
root of all obligations to Christian fellowship 
among churches which cannot agree as to their 
personal or church creeds, and must agree to differ, 
as individuals do, till perfection be reached. Sol- 
diers cannot march into battle, nor stand side by 
side before shot and shell with hopes of victory, 
unless the esprit de corps of country, or troop, or 
clan, strengthen their arms and solidify their 
lines in the common cause. And no more can 
believers, on the way to heaven, take possession 
of the truth and fight Christ's battles with effect, 
unless strengthened and consolidated by kindly 
feelings and mutual love, wherein believer meets 
believer spirit to spirit, as a brother in the Lord. 

1 The doctrine of the Westminster Confession is : All 
saints that are united to Christ, being united to one another 
in love, have communion in each other's gifts and graces ; 
and are obliged to the performance of such duties, public 
and private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both in the 
inward and outward man. — Chap. xxvi. sect. 1. 
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By all means let testimony to the truth, so far as 
attained by the several churches, be borne, and 
let the responsibility of each church to God be 
kept secure, but let the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace be maintained, despite half-formed 
creeds and denominational distinctions. Why 
should grown Christians be more foolish than a 
class of boys at school of different capacities and 
attainments, learning the same lesson? God's 
plan is to have the different regiments in His 
army battalioned in concord as He marches on 
the world and sin. The old saying must be 
verified, Behold how these Christians love one 
another ! Such is the fundamental unity which 
Christ prayed for, and it must force itself on the 
world's notice, across the barriers of the churches, 
and in spite of different organizations, as lying 
underneath and necessary to all real effort at 
unanimity in, or uniformity of worship, doctrine, 
discipline, government. The spectacle is indeed 
a lamentable one, when ministers and members 
of a church, who have long worshipped together 
and signed one formula of subscription to one 
confession of faith, begin to fight about closer 
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fellowship with other churches, and break the 
greater unity to get at the less, or disregard the 
higher duty in order to fulfil the lower, thereby 
doing evil that good may come. It need not be. 
For surely it is possible to conduct the councils 
of the church in peace, and to see to it with all 
good- will and harmony, that so much real unity 
as does exist among believers be expressed with- 
out a " Watchword" and a " Presbyterian" on 
either hand flinging their darts of strife. Con- 
cessions on both sides, or even on one side, to the 
weaker brethren, were more becoming in honoured 
leadership. No one of course may doubt, that 
the amount of agreement or extent of creed which 
God has fixed as terms of ministerial union in 
churches is a fair subject for discussion in any 
church, and ought to be fairly faced in these 
times of progress, if perchance a proper result 
may be reached. But if the discussion cannot 
be carried on with mutual forbearance and love 
among God's people, let them by all means pause 
and pray, and " submit themselves to one another" 
till it can be so. The restoration of the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace is paramount duty, 
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howeverdear to theheartbethe duty of ecclesiastical 
union. Meanwhile let the Free Churchman testify 
to the Crown rights of his Eedeemer, as head of the 
Church and King of nations, who holds the civil 
magistrate as His vassal, and claims the tribute 
of protection, and honour, and aid for His blood- 
bought bride. Let the United Presbyterian up- 
hold his voluntaryism, the Independent his Con- 
gregationalism, the Episcopalian his bishop, in their 
several denominations, but let the members of 
Christ's body, in all these portions of the visible 
Church, at the same time see to it that the image 
of Christ be reflected by them all; their com- 
munion with one another in Christ be maintained 
by them all ; and the mutual service of love which 
Christ inculcated when He washed His disciples' 
feet ere He sat down to supper with them, be 
performed by them all His word then was, " If 
I, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, 
ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I 
have given you an example that ye should do as 
I have done to you." And after supper, too, 
" This is my commandment that ye love one 
another, as I have loved you." The inner unity 
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of the invisible Church — that most important of 
all unities — in its real essence would thus never 
want a witness. 

2d. " The cup of blessing which we bless, is it 
not the communion of the blood of Christ ? the 
bread which we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Christ ? For we, bring many, are one 
bread, and one body : for we are all partakers of 
that one bread." Three propositions are contained 
in these words : 1. Believers at the communion 
table all partake somehow of Christ's blood. The 
living branch on the vine does not more surely 
partake of the vine's sap. 2. Believers at the 
communion table all share in Christ's body, or 
"flesh," somehow. The branch shares not more 
in the wood of the vine. 3. All believers sharing 
in Christ are one body, because one bread nourishes 
them. The tree and its branches are not more one 
tree. And the conclusion to be drawn from these 
three propositions is, according to the apostle : 
that the members of my natural body are not 
more certainly known to be one, in virtue of the 
fact, that the same food once eaten feeds all, than 
are the members of Christ thus proved to be one. 
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Christ is not divided nor divisible. All get the 
one whole Christ, and He, in virtue of believers' 
union to one another in Him, feeds all, as the 
food received into the natural stomach feeds every 
part of the body. The scene, therefore, of the 
supper-table is a representative one. Itself, as a 
whole, is symbolic, just as the elements of bread 
and wine, and the actions of giving and receiving, 
are symbolic. And it represents, beyond all 
question, the inner oneness of believers — the 
mystical oneness of the invisible Church, bring- 
ing it to the light in an ordinance of divine 
appointment. Believers at table eating the bread 
and drinking the wine, are Christ's mystical body 
sitting at meat in "a pleasant arbour," by the way- 
side and partaking of the bread of God. They 
may be seen doing so, even though aliens sit among 
them, and the table be merely the table of pro- 
fessors : and their oneness is visible all the same, 
as though aliens or unbelievers were not there. 
Thus that body is visible to the world, which 
otherwise was never manifested on earth. It was 
meant to be so. Calvin saw the kernel of the truth 
for the invisible, when he said of the visible Church, 
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that " it testifies its unity in true doctrine and love 
by participation of the Supper : " for the unity 
of the visible Church is made and moulded by 
that of the invisible, as the nut-shell is shaped 
by the kernel, or the cranium by the brain. And 
our Westminster divines explicitly state the doc- 
trine when they tell us that the Lord's Supper 
was instituted " to be a bond and pledge of true 
believers' communion with Christ and with each 
other, as members of His mystical body," for the 
communion of believers with each other is but 
another phrase for their oneness. Here then we 
reach the crown and climax of the manifestation 
of the oneness of the invisible Church, the 
material form by which it signifies its existence, 
the top-stem of the invisible Church-tree that 
shoots up its shrouded head in the world. And 
the statement made at the outset is fully con- 
firmed. That previous passage, "endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace," gave us the natural form of its mani- 
festation, in the brotherliness of the brotherhood, 
and we had the Westminster confession sealing 
the truth of our conclusion. This latter one 
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gives us the ordinance appointed to represent it : 
and again, the Westminster Confession is on our 
side. So, I take it, the full form of its mani- 
festation is reached. The centre and substance 
of the believers oneness as it appears to the 
world, that is, on the worldward side of it, is 
their fulfilling of the law of love to each other, and 
that substance, as to its inner and Godward side, is 
represented, embodied by express appointment in 
the communion table, inasmuch as it cannot 
otherwise be seen. Whenever, therefore, true 
believers have an opportunity of sitting down to 
meat with their brethren they are bound to do so 
across all the barriers that separate Churches. 
Open communion, as it is called, is the law for 
the saints of the invisible Church — Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians, Independents, and Baptists alike ; 
believers from any quarter are under an obligation 
which they cannot shake off, to communicate 
occasionally with one another as circumstances 
permit, and thereby to show their oneness. If 
this were more frequently done than it is, and 
the vast mass of agreement in the truth among 
brethren which has been already gained, were 
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set before the world, at least as clearly as are 
the differences, and jealousies, and strifes, which 
flare on every side, what a different spectacle the 
great Church of God in the world would present ! 
T speak not, of course, now of the visible Church. 
Different churches there have reached different 
stages of advancement in the formation of their per- 
sonal or church creeds, and testimonies differing ac- 
cording to these different degrees of advancement 
have to be maintained as well as harmonies and 
agreements exhibited; and separate church organ- 
izations, for the sake of such testimonies, need to 
be preserved, while certificates of membership pass 
and repass from one communion table to another, 
and the ministers of one denomination serve 
occasionally at the table of another, unless the 
chaos of the Church of England be loved. My 
theme is the invisible Church. 

SECT. IV. — THE ONENESS OF THE INVISIBLE CHURCH 
ON EARTH — WHAT MARKS DISTINGUISH ITS PRO- 
PER MANIFESTATION ? 

The subject now reaches a higher stage of 
development — the last we shall refer to ; and a 
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single passage gives us the whole Scripture truth 
in regard to it: Eph. iv. 5-7, "One body and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling ; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all/' 

The apostle here, as we have seen already 
with respect to the previous verse, deals with the 
Church of believers — the invisible Church on 
earth. There need be no discussion on that 
point. The whole section of the chapter, from 
verse 3 to verse 16, both inclusive, sets the unity 
of that Church before the saints in the visible 
Church to whom he writes, as a ground-reason for 
the brotherly love which he inculcates so elabo- 
rately in the main portion of what follows in the 
epistle. Efforts have, indeed, been made to pick 
out some portions as descriptive of the visible 
Church, and others as descriptive of the invisible. 
A notable example of this is to be found in a 
book on Christian Union, by the Eev. William 
White of Haddington, where he takes the " one 
body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling," to give us the basis of 
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union in the invisible Church; and "the one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all," to give us the basis of union in the visible 
Church. But such efforts are, I am persuaded, 
unworthy of any theologian unless regarded as 
a mere mental exercise for numbering off arbi- 
trarily the marks of unity in the visible Church. 
The book is utterly damaged by this faux pas, 
though otherwise admirable, and presents us, in 
substance, with the_ spectacle of a man playing 
his own game with Paul's teaching ; though we 
have no idea that Mr. White would in any cir- 
cumstances consciously stoop to such an igno- 
minious position. There is not a single particle 
of support for his views in the main drift of the 
passage. Paul draws no distinction between the 
basis of union in the visible Church and the 
basis of union in the invisible Church throughout 
the whole chapter, and I do not believe he ever 
imagined that he gave in it any ground for draw- 
ing such distinctions. His object, so far as I can 
see, was to give the points in which the inner 
unity of the body of believers, that lies under- 
neath the brotherliness he was inculcating, con- 
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sists ; the elements, in short, of the oneness on 
which he grounded the duty of endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
These he had seen as he surveyed, in the previous 
part of the epistle, the innermost structure of the 
Church. The one body had met him in the gather- 
ing together in one of all things in Christ (i. 10). 
The one Spirit had appeared as the earnest of the 
believer's inheritance (ver. 1 4). The one hope of our 
calling had come before -him when he pondered 
over the Spirit of revelation making known the 
riches of the inheritance to which Christ calls, 
and the mighty power that secures it (ver. 18). 
The one Lord that reigns over all had shown 
Himself to him when he wrote of the Christ, set 
at the Father's right hand in heavenly places, far 
above all principality and power (ver. 20). The' 
one faith that receives Christ through the word of 
truth, had been handled as the means of setting 
sinners along with Christ in heavenly places; 
an all-important element in the great scheme 
of grace (ii. 8). The one baptism, or badge of 
believers — circumcision not made with hands, 
had been suggested to him, by dealing with 
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believers of the uncircumcision in relation to 
those of the circumcision (ii. 11). And the 
one Lord and Father of all was the same of 
whom he had said, that the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named (iii 14). Now he 
makes them serve as landmarks to enable him 
to describe the Church's real unity; and they 
were intended, therefore, for us as marks thereof. 
Nor could any missing man have his marks more 
fully catalogued. They are seven — a perfect 
number. (1.) The one body, mystical, the same 
we saw to be symbolized and represented by the 
body of believers when they sit at the Com- 
munion-table. It gives us the name of the whole 
organism of the saints, the household of God on 
earth. (2.) The one Spirit tells us by what or 
whom the whole body is animated. The Holy 
Spirit present in every member and at every 
point thereof, like the soul in the natural body, 
is one. (3.) Just as there is one body and one 
Spirit therein, so the hope that is in all believers 
is one — that of heaven. (4.) The same Lord rules 
over the members of the living organism. There 
is but one Jesus Christ, whose will is the law of 
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all of them for life. (5.) One faith puts every 
member of the body under one Lord to be His 
faithful servant pledged to submission and obedi- 
ence to His Word. There is but one link of 
connexion between them all and Christ, and it 
is the gift of God. (6.) The baptism, which 
serves as the family-badge or mark, is but one ; 
that in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. (7.) There is but one 
God and Father, whose the whole household is, 
whose is the highest throne in the household, 
whose is the paternal grace pervading all through 
the Son, whose the paternal love dwelling in all 
by the Spirit. Wherever all these characteristics 
unite in the company of believers on earth, the 
primal organism of their oneness is complete. It 
was for the upbuilding of this body, already one, 
in brotherly kindness and charity, till all came to 
the infinitely higher and grander unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, that 
apostles and prophets, and evangelists and pastors, 
and teachers were given to the Apostolic Church. 
We may take, therefore, the body of believers 
sitting at the Communion-table, and say these 
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are the marks of your oneness, " One God and 
Father, one baptism, one faith, one Lord, one 
hope of your calling, one Spirit, one body/' and 
not your being served by one body of office- 
bearers. If we see every one of you united and 
agreeing thus, everything is present that God calls 
for in order to constitute you one Church. There 
is no schism in the body, and the constitutional 
terms 1 of your communion or fellowship with one 
another in the one Church are determined apart 
altogether from the amount of agreement which 
you may demand in your doctrinal teachers, in 
order to your edification. These seven (shall I say 
it ?) are they not the grand fundamentals of religion 
that bind the saints together on earth? Nay, 
were heaven's gates opened, and the united Church 
above seen, might not the one God and Father, 
the one badge of sonship, the one faith grown 
into more than prophet's vision, the one Lord, the 

1 These are something different from the one term of 
communion with Christ unto salvation, which is simply 
faith.. They are wider in their compass in order to secure 
among believers the reception of a certain amount of the 
great truths of the gospel as a basis for concert in the cause 
of Christ, capacity to represent the Church's oneness at the 
Supper table, and facilities for the exercise of brotherly love. 
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one inheritance, the one Spirit, the one mystical 
body, still continue to represent the fundamentals 
of religion in glory ? The Deist, the Socinian, 
the mere man of works and not of faith, the 
despisers of baptism as the badge of the children, 
men who scoff at the spiritual nature of Christ's 
true body — the Church, sceptics as to a future 
state, unbelievers in the personality of the Holy 
Spirit, — all these were a blot upon that company, 
and might fairly be excluded from the table that 
represents them as one body. 
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PART II. 

SECT. I. — THE ONENESS OF THE VISIBLE CHURCH. 

There is no special account given us in 
Scripture of this oneness as distinct from that 
of the invisible Church which we have just 
been considering, and we are left to form .our 
conclusions in regard to it very much from 
what we know of that oneness, making allowance 
for the constitutional differences between the 
Churches. I need not say that the visible Church 
is a more shallow thing than the invisible. Its 
terms of communion go no lower down than 
profession, and profession may not reach to faith. 
Two parties, believers and unbelievers, accord- 
ingly meet in it, and merge their distinctions in a 
common profession, and nothing deeper is neces- 
sarily implied in its constitution, when dis- 
tinguished from and contrasted with the invisible 
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Church, than an external covenant with God in 
Christ, an outward acceptance of the Gospel 
calL Those coming from the world without in 
obedience to the outward call are associated with 
others coming from the samoquarter in obedience 
to the inward call, and the two together take up 
their position in a church state, where the peculiar 
privileges and promises attached to the outward 
call, and granted to all who obey it, are accorded 
them. The whole body is an external organiza- 
tion of professed people of God which has come 
into existence by a formal and outward obedience 
to God's call, but having as such, and necessarily, 
no living relationship to Christ, or spiritual com- 
munion with Him, the covenant or federal re- 
lationship between them and God in Christ, 
formed by such obedience, and by which they 
enjoy these external privileges and ordinances, 
being external and temporal, not internal and 
eternal, though, at the same time, a verily real 
thing. It is the Church of professors, where all 
who profess faith in Christ meet on common 
ground and stand on the same footing externally 
whether they really have faith or not. And it 
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were a possible thing even to suppose the whole 
Church mere professors without one believer 
among them, but that were the gates of hell very 
nearly prevailing against her. Such a body might 
lawfully lay claim to be the visible Church on ac- 
count of formal obedience to the outward call, 
and because met in Christ's name. And we 
should be bound to recognise it, in the extreme 
circumstances, to be the shell of a visible church, 
a living skeleton of formalism. But, taking the 
Church to be what it is in the world, a mixed 
body of believers and unbelievers, and recognising 
fully the distinction between it and the invisible 
Church, our business now is to exhibit its one- 
ness. What is it? How is it manifested? And what 
are the proper marks of its due manifestation ? 

The only account we have then of the oneness 
of this Church is, as just indicated, that which the 
invisible Church in its bosom gives us of it. And 
God not having seen meet to honour the body of 
mere professors with a separate model or descrip- 
tion of their oneness, nor having been pleased to 
allow their presence in the body to alter the 
form or the terms of their unity — that being im- 



Digitized 



by Google 



74 THE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

possible either for man or the devil — our work of 
excavation is accomplished if we eliminate the 
elements of living union to Christ and inner 
gracious communion of believer with believer from 
the oneness of the invisible Church, and succeed 
in noting what remains, or, in other words, what is 
necessarily implied in acceptance of the outward 
call and enjoyment of outward communion, as dis- 
tinct from that other and inward communion of 
soul with souL The visible oneness of the in- 
visible Church thus reached is the oneness of the 
visible Church that we seek for, and Church unity 
among professors ia seen to be just the outward 
unity of the body of believers manifested in God's 
way and according to God's appointment. 

1. Three things go to constitute this one- 
ness, just as we found three like things go 
to constitute the oneness of the mystical body : 
(a) Organization into one body by a common 
acceptance of the outward call; (b) exhibition 
of a common outward character modelled on 
Christ ; (c) helpful mutual service in the cause of 
Christ. The first is the visible form of external 
federation which God has given to the living 
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organization of believers. The second is the outer 
side of the family likeness which believers bear 
in the New Testament iroTurela, inasmuch as they 
all resemble Christ. The third is the parallel 
among professors of the brotherliness among be- 
lievers when they do what Jesus taught them to 
do the night He washed the disciples' feet. 

(a.) Organization into one body by a common 
acceptance of the outward call This first ele- 
ment in the "one thing" which professors are, is 
a much more shallow and formal thing than 
organization by the inward call, or the first 
element in the " one thing" which believers are. 
The vital power of life and living union to Christ 
may be wanting in it, and if looked at in contrast 
to the living body through whose every member 
the same spirit-life pulses, my dead body is not 
more a loosely jointed mass of atoms dropping 
asunder after my soul has left it than is this 
body or society or association a collection of dis- 
cordant individuals when its living soul of be- 
lievers has departed from it. Nevertheless it is 
a real organization, as much so as anything is 
real in the world; intended of God to give 
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visibility to that otherwise invisible organization 
of believers. My natural body is not more dis- 
tinctly meant to give tangible shape to the soul 
within me. Immortal interests are involved 
in it, though not itself immortal. Heavy re- 
sponsibilities lie on those who are members of it, 
inasmuch as they are outwardly the children of God. 
And there is no ordinary possibility of salvation 
outside of it, while the infants of unbelieving 
heathens who die outside of it, and others who have 
never had an opportunity of outwardly joining it, 
may notwithstanding be saved. The worth and 
importance of it, no less than the necessity of 
it, lie in this, that every believer in Jesus who 
accepts the call inwardly receives and accepts 
the outward call, and cannot avoid accepting 
it outwardly if he deals honourably with God in 
the matter. The call that is effectual comes to 
them so — an outward one from the lips of Christ 
by his Church. "Whosoever, therefore, shall 
confess me before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father who is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Father who is in heaven." There 
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is no alternative. The brotherhood of disciple- 
ship must stand in external federal relationship 
to Christ as one body. It is not left to their 
option. And all in the brotherhood are associ- 
ates with Christ in virtue of formal acceptance 
given Him, certainly in an outer covenant of 
Church privilege, if not in the inner covenant of 
eternal life. So the Church visible is formed, — 
I might rather say, born into the world, — by 
outward acceptance of Christ the Saviour (for 
that is true profession of faith) in the shape of 
an organized body of professors, and therefore 
" one thing." Its elementary condition, its state 
of infancy, its primary mode of existence, is this ; 
and the most rudimentary of all creeds or con- 
fessions (subscription or non-subscription to 
which makes or unmakes men members of the 
Church) comes naturally to light here as the only 
creed of the Church in this its rudimentary stage of 
existence, where the semblance of Christianity first 
amalgamates with the good and the true of it in the 
old confession of Peter, " Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God." To the body of professors 
who make this confession and to their children, for 
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so the riches of grace overflow even in the external 
covenant, are the promises made, peculiarly and 
in strictest form, just as they were made to 
Abraham and to his seed. Public worship, 
gospel preaching, sacramental grace, healthful 
discipline, are theirs of right, specially granted 
them by a royal charter from their Lord. It is 
their business to take and use what God in 
His love has provided for th6m, and so made 
over to them, just as it was Elijah's business to 
arise and eat when the cake of bread and the 
cruse of water lay at his head, and the angel 
pressed him saying, " Arise and eat because the 
journey is too great for thee ;" or Peter's business 
to arise and kill and eat when God spread the 
great sheet, full of clean and unclean beasts, 
before him. Yea, it is theirs also to invite the 
world to share in their privileges as it was 
Christ's work to welcome sinners with the words, 
" Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest ;" or " him that 
cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." 
The guiltiest may come and worship along with 
them. Thus the distinct existence of the Church 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE ONENESS OF THE VISIBLE CHURCH. 79 

as an association, separate from the world* is se- 
cured apart from the differences that may arise in 
its after history among its members by reason of 
unequal progress in the formation of personal 
creeds. In its most elementary condition it is 
one; its called are separated from the rest of 
the world and distinguished by peculiar privi- 
leges as a peculiar people, as much so as was 
Abraham's family distinguished from the nations 
around him. And it must exist — struggle at 
least to exist as a distinct thing in the world so 
long as the world lasts, for though formed by a 
voluntary confession its voluntary confession is 
one of divine obligation, and it cannot be dis- 
solved without disloyalty to its Lord, the God of 
heaven. Suicide or murder here were as much a 
sin as suicide or murder under the Sixth Com- 
mandment. 

(5.) Exhibition of a common outward character 
modelled on Christ's is the second element that 
shows itself in the oneness of the visible Church. 
The members thereof aTe all professors of faith 
in Christ. So they are severed as one society from 
the world. This we have already seen, An- 
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other step gives us the family likeness which 
they all bear, a character more or less like 
Christ's, for even mere professors must to some 
extent resemble true confessors. A quality or 
two which they all should possess will afford 
sufficient exposition of it. 1. The moral law is 
their rule of life, the mould of their character 
and love to God and their neighbours, which 
is the grand summary of it, should adorn the 
natural disposition of all. 2. The fruits of the 
Spirit : love to Christ and to brethren, like His 
to us, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance, which testify 
to the Spirit's indwelling in the hearts of His 
people, should be found growing in the lives of 
alL 3. Conscience, the lord in the soul that lost 
his throne by Adam's rebellion, should appear 
reinstated in his rights over the natural man if a 
profession be consistent, and should so rule the 
feelings and actions that the old Godlike capa- 
city for knowledge, righteousness, and true holi- 
ness, with dominion over the creatures, may be 
seen to be restored. These general principles 
governing the character of professors gives a 
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family likeness to Church members which no 
man can dispute, and seals the oneness, less or 
more, which a common profession of faith con- 
structs. 

(c.) Helpful mutual service in the cause of 
Christ is the next and crowning element that 
appears in the "one thing" which the visible 
Church is. 

The work that professors are ostensibly en- 
gaged in, every one knows, is similar to that 
which Christ had to do ; and it is not enough 
that the moral nature and character of professors 
wear the semblance of likeness to Christ. They 
must be like Him in their mode of working, 
and work together as He and His Father 
wrought in the great work of redemption, so 
cordially, so helpfully, so joyfully each one in his 
place. This is what fits the many members of 
the body into each other's ways, and makes them 
unitedly one well-adjusted organism which shall 
serve at last, when it is finished, as the grand 
harp of heaven. The notion of harmony in the 
visible Church below takes its rise here. The 
model is matchless — viz., the Son on earth and 
P 
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the Father in heaven — and the completed in- 
strument is singularly perfect, viz., the spirits of 
the just made perfect in heaven ; and these two, 
the model and thing itself, if fully appreciated, 
should put an end for ever to all strife and 
discord, and wrangling and jealousy, and 
struggles for supremacy among the members 
of the Churches of Christ now. There was 
no part of the work which Christ came to do 
left undone by reason of division between Him 
and His Father, nor was there anything marred 
by a collision of opposing interests. The scheme 
of salvation was completely carried through 
down to the minutest jot or tittle without a 
single deviation from the original purpose. The 
will of the Father was invariably the will of the 
Son. As the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of 
her mistress, so His eyes waited upon the Lord 
His God. The place of the servant was His 
delight, let the work to be done, or the cup of 
suffering to be drunk, be as bitter, or menial, or 
deadly as it might. Calvary and Gethsemane were 
no exceptions. We referred to this under the corre- 
sponding head in our discussion of the unity of 
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the invisible Church. And were but the same 
spirit of self-sacrifice that was in Christ in the 
members or churches of His visible body, there 
should be no envying of each other's increase, no 
selfish grasping at Benjamin's portion, no pro- 
moting of the good cause at the cost of its 
good name, such as unhappily there is. The con- 
gregations in the Free Church and United Pres- 
byterian Church, and Established Church, and 
Congregational Church, and Episcopal Church, 
would without exception endeavour to grow by 
mutual help rather than by devouring one 
another. And the great race which the differ- 
ent denominations run side by side would have 
as its starting cry, "Who shall be first at the 
servant's place?" — "who foremost in the ser- 
vant's work ?" So the unity of the whole as one 
brotherhood in Christ would be proved, perfected, 
sealed. The sympathy and help which the 
different limbs of the natural body mutually 
afford each other make their oneness felt. 
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SECT. II. — THE ONENESS OF THE VISIBLE CHURCH — 
HOW MANIFESTED. 

The manifestation of this oneness takes place 
in a twofold way, just like the oneness of the 
invisible Church, (a.) There is a natural mani- 
festation ; (6.) There is a representative one. The 
former is the direct result of the Church's 
visibility. The latter is God's appointed way 
of setting the former before our eyes, more 
efficiently than it could otherwise be seen on 
earth. 

(a.) The natural manifestation. The Church 
we deal with is the visible one. The organization 
of it is external : profession of faith is an external 
act ; the covenant is made in the sight of men. 
The public assemblies where its congregations 
worship are external; the preaching of the gospel, 
its work, is external; the dispensation of the 
Sacraments external; the exercise of discipline 
external ; the meetings of Church courts, where its 
office-bearers consult for the welfare of the body, 
external. The common character which the 
members exhibit, or the image and superscription 
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of Christ on their souls, is external. The brother- 
liness of member with member, and Church with 
Church, and Church court with Church court, is 
external, for it is just the fellowship they hold 
with one another, outwardly, as they stand 
shoulder to shoulder in the great work of win- 
ning the world to Christ, and the Church to 
glory. And all this external organization is 
visible, so that the only thing that needs now 
to be signalized is the region where its one- 
ness appears — the form rather under which it 
shows itself. We already indicated in the case 
of the invisible Church that it does not culminate 
in Church government. The oneness of the true 
Church was never meant to embody itself in a 
single government. And the same holds of the 
visible Church. Eomanists may indeed look for it 
in the Pope, Christ's vicar on earth; Anglican high 
Churchmen look for it in the bishop; no small 
number of Presbyterians look for it, apparently, in 
a single presbyterian Church court. But all these, 
I am persuaded, are grievously mistaken. The 
Apostles found it in the association of the member- 
ship in congregations and Churches, and God bids 
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us, I believe, look for it in the body of professors, 
members and office-bearers together, who meet to 
worship Him in public assemblies; have the 
gospel preached, the sacraments administered, 
and discipline exercised, as He appointed them, 
unto the edifying of itself in love. Our West- 
minster Confession goes no further than this. It 
signalizes the duty of oneness by telling us that 
" Saints, by profession, are bound to maintain an 
holy fellowship and communion in the worship of 
God, and in performing such other spiritual ser- 
vices as tend to their mutual edification ; as also 
in relieving each other in outward things, accord- 
ing to their several abilities and necessities." 
And this holy fellowship and communion in the 
worship of God, spiritual services, and temporal 
things, to which professors are said to be bound, 
is just the expression outwardly of the oneness of 
the saints by profession, as we saw a like but in- 
ward communion with Christ and one another ex- 
pressed the oneness of the saints by faith. That 
indomitable champion too of the Union cause 
in the Free Church of Scotland, Dr. Bannerman, 
now, alas, no more among us, when dealing with 
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the question of union between the Free and United 
Presbyterian Churches in the Edinburgh Presby- 
tery, years ago, did not venture to stand on higher 
ground, nor plead for anything more than an 
extension of this communion, as God offereth 
opportunity, unto all those who in every place call 
upon the name of the Lord Jesus. " Incorpora- 
tion for the joint-administration of gospel ordi- 
nances" follows, he argued, as a corollary from 
this. I regard, therefore, a holy communion in 
those three things — the worship of God, spiritual 
services and outward things, as the natural oneness 
of the visible Church normally manifested, and 
the different denominations so associated, call them 
by what name you will, to be one Church in virtue 
of that communion. I do not, of course, exclude 
the fellowship which office-bearers have with one 
another in Church courts from this communion. 
It is but a part of it. Office-bearers, as such, are 
members of the body; are bound to fellowship as 
well as private members; and the agreement of 
the whole body as to the sort of government 
under which it is placed, and by which it is 
served, is the crowning indication of its unity, 
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if all the other elements are present. It may in 
certain circumstances be made a test of it. Gifts 
and graces for government were vouchsafed for the 
upbuilding of the Church in its unity. Office- 
bearers were appointed for securing the stability 
of its unity. And the perfection of Church 
organization, if other things necessary to unity 
were present, would be one whole body served 
by the same office-bearers — a body whose office- 
bearers and people together hold the fullest 
amount of communion with one another. The 
model Church is the Apostolic one, where apos- 
tles, and prophets, and evangelists; and pastors, 
and teachers, the ministry then granted to the 
Church, served all as was most expedient, and 
members passed and re-passed from one Church 
to another without let or hindrance, so far as the 
ecclesiastical constitution of those churches, or the 
doctrine taught in them, went. Office-bearers from 
all quarters met, when circumstances called for it, 
in one assembly to consult for the common good, 
there being nothing to separate either office- 
bearers or people but the convenience of congre- 
gational associations. I merely allege that unity 
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of government is not equivalent to unity of or- 
ganization. I claim the amount of visible fellow- 
sliip or communion that may exist among saints by 
profession, as the measure of the manifestation of 
the oneness of the visible Church, and I hold my- 
self entitled to judge thereby how far any two 
branches of that Church you may name, are or are 
not one. The case of the Free and United Presby- 
terian Churches, whose talked-of union absorbs so 
much attention, is extricated on this principle from 
confusion. There is, as we all know, no small 
measure of agreement in doctrine, worship, dis- 
cipline, and government already existing between 
these two ; and there is also, to some extent, the 
friendly communion that manifests oneness, even 
across the barrier of separation, exercised as 
occasion serves. Members are associated in each 
under a profession, or confession of faith, for 
office-bearers all but identical. I need not say it 
is the Westminster Confession, and all are bound 
to a common Christ-like character in life. The 
communion tables of the United Presbyterian 
Church are open to Free Churchmen, and United 
Presbyterians may sit at the table of the Free 
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Church, and worship, and work, and serve along 
with their Free Church brethren in every good 
work. They often do it. The moderator even 
of the United Presbyterian Synod may serve 
the table at which the moderator of the Free 
Assembly sits. So much of the communion of 
the brotherhood is among them. I might almost 
say they are one in terms of the definition of the 
Westminster standard. They hold, even now, as 
God offereth opportunity, holy fellowship to a 
certain extent, in the worship of God, in spiritual 
services for mutual edification and in some out- 
ward things. There is but one thing wanting 
in order to complete the unity, so far as outer 
organization is concerned, which existed in the 
Apostolic Church; and that is incorporation of 
office-bearers by Church authority, so that there 
may be but one set of congregations and presby- 
teries sanctioned all over the country. It is not 
my business to determine whether this further 
step should be taken to consummate oneness. 
But it needs to be remembered that the whole 
question of Church union is not involved, nor 
even the whole question of the oneness of these 
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two churches, and that consequently the whole 
obligation resting on saints by profession, to be 
one Church, may not be legitimately employed as 
an argument in the circumstances. It is not un- 
usual indeed in the debate, as it is now conducted, 
to make the whole argument for unity do duty 
against conservative opponents, and charge the 
men who would have the churches still stand 
separate from each other and remain as they are 
with resisting the ordinance of God, and setting 
up terms of communion, Christian or ministerial, 
which God hath not appointed. I am sorry to 
think that great champions in this much discussed 
question of union have raised a false issue, and 
blundered (I use the expression with respect) at 
this point. It is not the question of the terms of 
ordinary Christian communion. It is not the 
whole question of the terms even of ministerial 
communion. Office-bearers, as office-bearers (I 
have already said), may even now communicate 
with one another as occasion occurs across the 
present barriers. It is the smallest possible frag- 
ment of the general question of the communion 
of the saints, at the uttermost end of it, and 
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pertains to a special form which God meant 
communion at that point to take, viz., the incor- 
poration of office-bearers, by Church authority, 
into one class, every one of which shall be capable 
of serving in any part of the body — a question of 
presbyterianism proper. The hinge of the whole 
matter lies in this : Does God offer opportunity 
to the Churches now for such incorporation ? And 
the duty must be determined by the pros and 
cons — the ayes and noes that afford an answer to 
this query. On the one side you have the ad- 
vantages of more manifestly united interests; 
greater consolidation of energy ; a single staff of 
office-bearers ; a model sort of church organization 
set up to resist the combined forces of Satan — all 
undoubted ayes or pros. And if the necessary 
elements for such complete organization were pre- 
sent, it were unspeakably the best On the other 
side, you have, 1st, the difficulty of men working 
well together who are at different stages of alleged 
advancement in the formation of their personal or 
church creeds. You have, 2d, the obligation, yea 
or nay, lying on all saints by profession to testify- 
in a Church state, by a Church creed, and through 
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the Church as far as possible, to the whole truth 
received by them, and the consequent sin, yea or 
nay, of non-confession in that particular way, if the 
obligation be disregarded. And you have, 3d, the 
injustice done to conscientious office-bearers and 
members of providing a ministry for them, many 
of whom avowedly profess to teach what they and 
the church to which they belong have in all past 
time regarded to be error — this even on higher 
grounds than the mere fact that it is alleged to be 
condemned, less or more, by the Westminster Con- 
fession ; three possible noes or cons, which may 
militate less or more against the propriety of the 
two Churches assuming as yet, if they be not at 
one in the truth, the highest possible form of 
organization to which the Church can attain on 
earth, and by which it can manifest its oneness. 
It may not, of course, be denied that there must 
be some limit for the present to a Church's creed 
for office-bearers. The unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge shall only be reached hereafter. 
Still the Churches are on the highway of progress 
when they aim at a full confession of the truth so 
far as they have unitedly attained it, and it will 
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naturally be enlarging. It ought to be so, for the 
confession of its teachers is not the confession of 
faith for its members at the table ; and whatever 
lets the light shine best, and helps on the victory 
of the truth and of the gospel in the world, must 
be chosen as the path to glory. Which will edify 
the body more : to have thorough co-operation so 
far as we are agreed, for even that is communion, 
and at the same time to have our differences 
manifested in love so far as they are real, thus 
avoiding false profession ? or to shorten our minis- 
terial creed, and erect a school for all creeds such 
as the English Church has built ? These are the 
alternatives, and the choice is easy. Let there 
be communion, or, in other words, a natural mani- 
festation of oneness to the full extent of our 
agreement in the faith, and after the fashion in 
which that agreement presents itself — communion 
in doctrine and worship, and discipline and 
government, but let there be divisions in the army 
of God, which shall also make real distinctions 
manifest, and shall put her advanced guard in 
sight of the enemy, while loving forbearance 
cements the brotherhood amid all their differences 
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in a better understanding of each other, and faster 
progress in the knowledge of Christ's will. 

(&.) The representative manifestation of this 
oneness meets us at what is pre-eminently called 
the communion table. The brotherhood of pro- 
fessors seated there are God's appointed means of 
representing it, just as the brotherhood of believers 
at the table are God's appointed symbol for repre- 
senting the oneness of the invisible Church. 

We have just seen that the natural oneness of 
the visible Church is manifested by the commu- 
nion of all the members of the body with one 
another, office-bearers and people together, in 
doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, so 
far as agreement of different parties in the faith 
about these things practically permits of it. And 
we have called it the natural manifestation. 
Alas, how marred, partial, and imperfect it is! 
How wide the gap between us and the Apostolic 
model! Now we deal with the representative 
manifestation. This manifestation was, I take it, 
meant of God to make up in some degree for the 
deficiencies that would naturally occur in the 
other, by setting the essential unity that under- 
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lies the marred figure, in vivid outline before the 
Church and the world, and prevent it from being 
lost sight of amid the confusion. It portrays the 
ground-form or primary constitution of those en- 
during elements which give consistency to the 
organism, and secure its corporate existence, while 
it advances through much deformity toward perfec- 
tion. It stands, therefore, as the central spot, or the 
holy of holies, where the glory of the Church's one - 
ness appears concentrated and protected against the 
disintegrating power of unbelief, and ignorance, and 
sin, and the world — a witness testifying to what 
she fundamentally and necessarily is by creation. 
In short, the communion of the Church in all its 
departments of worship and service, naturally 
manifested by professors, under a common con- 
fession as to doctrine, worship, discipline, and 
government, has its symbol in the Supper-table. 
The same passage that gave it to us as the 
symbol of invisible oneness in the body of 
believers, sets it forth as the representation also 
of the oneness that should be visible in the 
visible Church. 1 Cor. x. 16, 17, "The cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it not the communion 
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of the blood of Christ ? the bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Christ ? 
For we, being many, are one bread and one body : 
for we are all partakers of that one bread." I 
need scarcely go into the passage. Certainly I 
need not again enter into an exposition of the 
deepest meaning of these words. They present, 
as we have already seen, the Church of believers 
manifestly the body of Christ at the Supper- 
table, and, while many members, but one body, 
because the same food nourishes all. It is enough 
to indicate as in point here what I could and did 
omit before, as beside my purpose then, that the 
saints in Corinth addressed by Paul are the 
saints of the visible Church, called to be holy ; 
and that the scene of the Supper described by the 
words presents to us also, and primarily, the one 
body of professors, represented as one in God's 
way, that the world may have the means of 
knowing it. 1. The parallel adduced in the be- 
ginning of the chapter to explain the position 
of the Corinthian saints, proves the former. The 
old visible Church under Moses is made to cor- 
respond with the Church of Corinth, and Israel 
G 
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baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea 
—all eating the same manna from heaven and 
drinking the same water from the rock, while 
many old murmurers perished, are set forth as a 
type or likeness of themselves in their Church 
state, that they may learn therefrom their own 
dangers and duties. For those New Testament 
words, "were all baptized, and did all eat the same 
spiritual meat, and all drink the same spiritual 
drink," thrown into the old history, were, I take 
it, used on purpose to identify the external re- 
lation in which the fathers of Israel stood by cove- 
nant toward God, under Moses, with that in which 
the called of God in Corinth stood to him under 
Christ. Long intervals of time separated the cove- 
nants, and distinctly different privileges, attached 
to the covenants, clearly distinguished the one from 
the other. That old land of promise was altogether 
unlike our gospel ordinances. But the children of 
Abraham and the professed believers of Apostolic 
times were, nevertheless, both alike bound to God 
under all that is formally real in baptism and the 
Supper. The relation which the covenants esta- 
blished was the same, and the standing of the 
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Churches before God was the same. 2. Paul's 
argument in the passage under consideration 
assures us that the oneness of this Church is 
represented by the Supper. His object in writing 
as he did was to make the Corinthian Church feel 
that they were a body quite distinct from the 
world, bound up as one man with Christ; in- 
capable, therefore, of taking part with heathen 
brethren about them in their idol rites. He 
endeavoured to accomplish this object of his by 
recalling to their minds the fact that God's ordi- 
nance of the supper, of which they all partook, 
manifested them as a peculiar body, or living 
association of members, eating the same bread 
at one and the same time, and receiving it 
through one and the same organism of dispen- 
sation. "We are all partakers of that one bread." 
And the term he used to designate the whole 
group of professors while they ate the one bread, 
viz., one body, affirms that the different members 
of the natural body, hands, feet, head, arms, for 
example, are not more ostensibly partakers of the 
one food which the stomach digests, than are those 
communicants partakers by profession of the one 
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food given them in the gospel. At the table, and 
as professors, they profess to be one living organism 
just by representing themselves outwardly and 
in symbol as acceptors of the proffered Christ. 
The ceremony of eating and drinking, therefore, 
the emptiest and most hollow fashion of it, means 
and says, primarily, that they close with the out- 
ward call, and make an outward covenant with 
Christ, taking Him to be their Lord, whatever 
else it means or says. It matters not whether 
professors or believers participate, whether the 
thing . signified be present or not ; whether the 
transaction be a spiritual reality or a sham. As 
a ceremony really performed, even were there no 
living fellowship between communicants and their 
Lord, it is a bona fide transaction of church mem- 
bers professing to mean something, and it cannot 
help representing that something which God's 
institution put into it. The shell and form of 
the reality is there, at all events, and formal 
acceptance of the outwardly proffered Christ is 
pictured thereby. Abuse of the ordinance by 
man does not rob it of its original import as an 
institution of God, so long as the ordinance itself 
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remains. Altogether it just amounts to this : 
men and women, with an intelligent understand- 
ing of the nature of the exercise in which they 
engage, and as parties who have outwardly ac- 
cepted a call to be Christ's people, repeat, signify, 
and seal the formal acceptance which makes them 
one body, when they sit down together at the 
table, and eat bread and drink wine there after 
the fashion God has bidden them do it in, whether 
faith — real faith — be present or absent. The 
bread and the wine signify and seal the one 
Christ offered in the gospel The eating and 
drinking picture and seal the outer acceptance 
at least. The administration of the sacrament, 
in addition to the word, represents and seals 
the one organism of supply. So the outward 
offer of Christ in the gospel, the outward ac- 
ceptance of Him, as offered in the gospel when 
men profess faith in Him, and the outward means 
by which the offer itself is made in the gospel 
when the gospel is preached, are all set before us 
symbolically, materially, and vividly by a group 
of professors eating bread and drinking wine at 
the supper table of their Lord. And the whole 
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body, in the character of a called and chosen 
people, covenanted together under Christ, ap- 
pears in one matchless portrait, in process of 
growth ; and with the elementary organizing forces, 
which sustain its essential constitution, visibly at 
work. The hand of the most skilled of all anato- 
mists has dissected, not merely the dead, but the 
living to their profit, and we see the most subtile 
and real of all corporate organisms represented by 
something more than a model. The visible 
Church, Calvin said loug ago, testifies its unity in 
true doctrine and love by participation of the 
Supper. Thus we have reached at length the 
crown and climax of the manifested unity of the 
visible Church — the central spot of communion 
where the elements of union are concentrated in 
God's appointed ordinance like the sun's rays in 
the focus of a lens. Her oneness is manifested 
naturally by the communion of members and 
office-bearers as members in all the ordinances of 
the gospel, and all ecclesiastical business. Her one- 
ness is manifested symbolically and par excellence 
atthe communiontable. And the symbolrepresents 
the essential elements of constitution that are 
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naturally developed ; the protoplasm, after a sort, 
of the perfect structure; the shekinah of the 
temple glory. Reuben and Gad, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh in this Israel of God, must stand 
by their brethren till the land be subdued. " Till 
I come " is the word. 
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SECT. IIL — THE VISIBLE CHURCH — ITS MARKS OF 
ONENESS. 

The marks of oneness in the constitution of the 
visible Church are the same as those in the in- 
visible Church. Eph. iv. 4, 5, " One body, and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling ; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all," gives the notes for both. They 
are seven, and the catalogue is complete. Let me 
show this, and I have done. 

By marks of oneness I mean those elements of 
unity in her constitution which underlie, warrant, 
call for, and facilitate the healthful communion of 
members and office-bearers with one another, 
whether in gospel ordinances, spiritual services, 
or outward things. We cannot confound the 
two — oneness and communion — as if they were 
altogether identical. Communion is the index of 
union — the manifestation of it, — as the participa- 
tion of all parts of a tree in the sap indicates its 
oneness. We have seen this already in the realms 
of both churches — visible as well as invisible. 
But the two are not one and the same thing. 
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Oneness of structure goes before communion in 
privilege, if you take the order of nature with re- 
spect to any organism. It must be distinguished 
from it. So I take unity in the visible church to 
be something different, strictly speaking, from com- 
munion, a prerequisite to it, and the elements of 
this unity I desire to signalize. 

They are identical, we have said, with those of 
the oneness of the invisible church, though the 
regions in which they are found differ — in the 
one case that of profession, in the other, that of 
faith. And the use Paul makes of the words we 
have quoted, as he follows his line of thought, 
proves it. He writes to a congregation or con- 
gregations of the visible Church. 1 This must be 
admitted, whether the heading of the epistle to 
the saints at Ephesus be accepted or not. The 
burden of his message is very much this, as stated 
at the head of the chapter : Walk worthy of the 
high vocation wherewith ye are called — certainly 
outwardly, if not inwardly — with all lowliness 
and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love. It was a letter enforcing the 
1 See Appendix III. 
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unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and the 
main ground he laid down for the discharge of the 
duty, was just the summary of their constitu- 
tional oneness as a church of believers con- 
tained in the words, "one body, and one Spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling ; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all" Their church was a monument or 
structure resulting from the high vocation ad- 
dressed to them, and as so called into existence 
it embraced those seven elements of unity in its 
constitution — the perfect number of notes pro- 
claiming it to be one. They had associated into 
one body celebrating together an ordinance of 
Christ, which represented them to be one body ; 
they were animated by one spirit ; cherished the 
one hope of eternal life to which they were called ; 
' were subject to one Lord Jesus Christ ; lived by 
one faith, subjectively, the gift of God, objectively, 
the word of God ; had the formal ingrafting into 
Christ, which outward acceptance of the call 
effected, signified, and sealed by one baptism, as 
Israel of old had their ingrafting into Moses, 
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signified and sealed by their baptism in the cloud 
and in the sea ; and they acknowledged one God 
and Father of all, over, through, and in the whole 
brotherhood. Their confession, which, as pro- 
fessors, they were bound to make, and could not 
help making so long as they continued in a church 
state, contained just these seven articles of faith to 
which they testified, neither more nor less, and 
the doctrine of the Church, one body; the doctrine 
of the Spirit, the one Spirit of God ; the doctrine 
of redemption unto eternal life, the one hope of 
their calling ; the doctrine of Jesus Christ, the 
one Lord of the people ; the doctrine of faith, ob- 
jective and subjective, one in all, substantially the 
word of God in the embrace of the heart; 1 the 
doctrine of baptism in the name of the Father, and 
the Son and the Holy Ghost, the one sign and 
seal of their entering into covenant union with 
God in Christ; the doctrine of God and the 
Father, whose the whole household was, making 
His fatherhood felt by the Son, and granting a 
knowledge of His indwelling presence by the Spirit, 
were the fundamentals of the Christianity which 
1 " The faith once delivered to the saints." 
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they professed — the sole creed, in terms of which 
they congregated in an ecclesiastical organi- 
zation, and sat down together at the table of their 
Lord, More full than the elementary creed of 
faith in Jesus as the Son of God, which merest 
members were bound to profess ere they could 
be admitted to be members, and yet not including 
the whole range of the truth held and taught by 
the inspired Apostles and teachers of those times, 
this creed, for youthful and growing saints, who 
had come of age to sit at their Father's table, and 
work in their Father's cause, at once secured those 
constituent elements which made the church, holy 
catholic, one ; afforded a constitution with capa- 
cities and facilities for the development of the 
body, and permitted all the parts thereof unre- 
servedly and sympathetically to make common 
cause with one another in order to due and well 
proportioned increase. The visible Church, thus 
constituted, and with this confession of faith, and 
those terms of communion, was, there cannot be 
doubt, the object on which Paul looked with an 
office-bearer's eye when he forced home the crown- 
ing duty of keeping the unity of the Spirit in the 
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bond of peace. It was to this body thus one 
originally, and in order to the perfecting of the 
saints therein, to the work of the ministry, 
and to the edifying of the body of Christ, 
that prophets, and apostles, and evangelists, and 
pastors, and teachers, were then granted of God. 
The organization was complete in its com- 
ponent parts, and had the energies of youth and 
growth in its bosom when the ministry was ap- 
pointed to foster its growth unto the perfect 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God. This I believe is the account 
which Paul gives us of the true nature of 
the oneness of that early Church. The climax 
of Church organization was not then, as it 
is now, the incorporation of office-bearers into 
one agency for the joint administration of gospel 
ordinances. On the contrary, in that time, the 
united ministry of apostles, prophets, evan- 
gelists, pastors, teachers, charged with the word 
of inspiration, was secured by the Spirit of 
.God to start with, and the great work they had 
to do was to create, consolidate, and organize the 
body of professors ; settle accordingly the terms 
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on which ordinary church members should 
associate with one another for mutual edification 
and conjoint action. Doing this, they did not 
arrange one constitution of a Church for be- 
lievers and another for professors. The constitu- 
tion now under consideration was the same for 
both, was indeed primarily that of believers ; but 
the outwardly called, standing as they did in 
external covenant with God, were called into a 
Church state just to exhibit externally the con- 
stitutional elements of the oneness of the Church 
of believers. When their united confession, the 
things which they, as associated, professed, just 
set forth the points in the constitution of the 
body of believers which manifested their oneness, 
their work was done. And, I take it, the same 
elements that combined in order to the proper 
manifestation of oneness in that old model Church 
are requisite in order to the right manifestation of 
oneness in the Church now. The character, in- 
deed, of the Church changed to no small extent 
when the gift of inspiration was withdrawn, and 
the living revelation of Christ, being consummated 
in the historical Church of the first century, and 
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partially of the second, ceased. There was no 
longer a compact and well-informed ministry 
inspired to teach the whole truth of God, and 
needing no creed, because the Holy Spirit taught 
them. Church organization thenceforward had 
to be conducted very much on the principles, 
that govern the construction of a science or 
philosophy. A break had occurred in the con- 
tinuity of her progress when she reached her 
consummation as the revealed model Church. 
And scientific theological research into the prin- 
ciples of her structure as a concrete embodiment 
of Christ's whole mind on the doctrine of the 
Church, must evermore afford materials to guide 
us in the maintenance and construction of her 
after constitution, just as the fabric of political 
government is moulded by the study of politics 
or natural science reared by the investigation of 
nature. The men of the latter part of the second 
century and the whole of the third century gave 
us a lamentable exhibition of how far this could 
be well done by the merest tyros in the study, 
when they began to collect the canonical books, 
for very lack of knowledge, feeling that the word of 
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God was going from the midst of them, and when 
they themselves tried to teach, as trifling pigmies 
would, beside their great predecessors. I would 
that High Churchmen could lay the lesson thus 
taught to heart, and acknowledge it; for the 
germinating root of all their errors lies in igno- 
rance of this point. It must ever be recollected 
that the whole Church now is but a student of the 
faith once delivered to the saints. She, as she 
advances unto the stature of the fulness of Christ 
— one body, with all her members and office- 
bearers about her, to the edifying of herself in 
love — has to create her teachers, who shall 
enlarge her borders by preaching the gospel to 
those without, and strengthen her different mem- 
bers by ministering to the wants of those within. 
Her teachers do not, with infallible authority in 
the faith, create her, as the apostles did. The 
powers of organization in her are thus far 
crippled or reversed ; and, after ages of thought 
and progress, the additional difficulty, in Church 
construction, has emerged; that, viz., of clas- 
sifying her teachers and Churches, according 
to the different degrees of their advancement 
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in the knowledge of the truth, which comes in 
at a higher stage of the work than the organiza- 
tion of the body of individual professors for com- 
munion with one another, and must be carried 
on somehow till the climax of her develop- 
ment be reached. But amid all change, the con- 
stitution of the communion table for the body of 
the saints remains the same ; and I deem it be- 
yond dispute that the terms of communion — the 
constitutional elements in the manifestation of the 
visible Church's oneness, for all time, are just those 
which the most many-sided and logical of all the 
apostles stated long ago so definitely and tersely, 
without seven years' wrangling, and which made 
that early model Church at once holy, catholic, 
and one. Fixed of God, they cannot be altered, 
less or more; neither increased nor diminished, 
and I am persuaded no one who intelligently 
reverences the doctrine of the word of truth on 
this point can have sympathy with the Church 
or the people of God who enlarge or curtail the 
creed of the body ; in other words, the terms of 
communion under pressure of any expediency. 
They have been embodied in the Supper, and the 
H 
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provision made for their preservation in the very 
heart of a commemorative transaction, repeated 
time after time before the eyes of the Church and 
the world, shows how careful Christ was of them. 
The ordinance of Christ contains them all, and 
exhibits them to men more or less distinctly, just 
as the truths it reveals are more or less in- 
telligently understood. The one Father is always 
to be seen providing the feast and presiding 
at the table. The one badge of baptism is 
made a prerequisite to a place among the guests. 
The one faith is exhibited by the action of com- 
municants when they eat the bread and drink 
the wine offered them by God's servant. The 
one Lord and Eedeemer is acknowledged when 
they sit as loyal people. The one hope of life 
eternal is expressed when they feast as pilgrims 
on the bread of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever. The one Holy Spirit of God appears under 
the one desire which all profess to entertain fpr 
the Lord and Master of the feast ; and the one 
body is portrayed, in the visible symbol, to the very 
life, by the confession, which all make, of that one 
Christ being wholly received by every member. 
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Inside this sacred circle of doctrine believers of 
every church are associated together in a body, 
where all ought to have fellowship one with an- 
other in the worship of God, and are bound to 
make common cause with one another in His 
service sympathetically as do the members of 
the natural body with each other in any work 
or suffering. Christians of every name agreeing 
on these seven articles of creed, have no alterna- 
tive but associate thus, if they will not prove 
rebellious to the Master, whatever be their dif- 
ferences of creed on other matters, and open com- 
munion within this range of confession is the law 
of God's kingdom. Outside this sacred circle, 
and beyond these seven, lies the region where pro- 
fessors and churches may differ conscientiously 
while in process of forming their individual 
or church creeds, without their essential unity 
being broken or touched. It was with respect 
to a matter in the outer region here, that some 
of the saints at Eome were said to be weak in 
the faith, and it was as agreeing with the other 
saints on the doctrinal matters inside this nar- 
row circle, that Paul gave the law for such : 



- 



zed by GoOgle 



116 THE CHUKCH ON EAETH. 

" Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but 
not to doubtful disputations." The communion 
table was open to them notwithstanding. So the 
line is drawn by the dictum of God, and I would 
that the churches could lay down their strifes 
and jealousies, under the spell of the word, and 
rest here, making the oneness of the body visible 
by the communion of the saints on this common 
ground. Beyond, let them prosecute their indi- 
vidual interests, till they all at length see eye to 
eye in the fulness of faith and knowledge. Ob- 
serve, I speak of terms of communion, not of minis- 
terial creeds. The length of creeds for teachers 
must be fixed by different churches for the good 
of their members. No one confession has been 
fixed of God for all save that of the Apostles, 
when they held and taught the whole truth of 
God. Expediency, and the amount of ascertained 
truth in the case of individual churches* must 
determine the length for each from time to time. 
I only allege that I deem it a doctrine from 
which no church may safely recoil, that all are 
bound to advance in their corporate testimonies 
to the truth, till the range of their confession be 
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as wide as the word of Christ and His Apostles ; 
and I know not how this testimony is to be borne 
if not by the creed of the Church's teachers. The 
churches of our land stagger, I believe, at the 
present moment, at this point, not knowing well 
what principle to hold by ; and many of them 
apparently are ready to turn the hill downwards 
to the sea of individual testimony, where the 
smallest fragment of truth is embodied in eccle- 
siastical creeds, and the largest divergence is 
allowed in the teachers, instead of holding by 
multitudinism or corporate confession, where the 
largest amount of truth is in the creed of eccle- 
siastical teachers, and the smallest in the ordinary 
members. Let us not fail to distinguish between 
terms of communion and ecclesiastical creeds. 
Domine, da lucem. 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I. 

The phrase * Invisible Church ' is unfortunate, and is 
often misunderstood. The Church of believers is not 
invisible in the ordinary sense. If we could withdraw 
from its communion all hypocrites and others who make 
profession but have no faith, and so get congregations 
everywhere embracing only the saints of God, we could 
see it clearly as much so as any other visible society in 
the world. An illustration will enable us to reach the 
true idea in the term, and, at the same time, set the 
biblical truth before us which forms the ground for its 
use. Matthew tells us that Christ likened His kingdom 
to a man who sowed good seed in his field. By night, 
while men slept, there came an enemy and sowed tares 
among the wheat and then went his way. ' The seeds 
both grew together, and when the servants saw the 
mixed character of the crop they wished to have the bad 
stuff pulled up, and the good wheat left to ripen in the 
field which had been prepared for it. No, said the 
master, let both grow together until the harvest. It is 
unnecessary to enter on a discussion of the difficulties 
that have been raised in regard to the interpretation 
of this parable in order to reach the result we "wish. 
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The field is the world beyond all doubt. The great 
Master of interpretation has made that certain. It is in 
the world the Church is planted. 

The field, after the good seed was sown in it, is the 
Church. Master and servants would naturally call the field, 
a field of wheat, even after the tares were sown in it. 

The wheat and tares growing side by side in the same 
field are the invisible and visible Church in one — both 
equally visible in reality, so far as the persons and works 
of their members are concerned. 

Accordingly, it is not the idea that believers cannot be 
seen as they exist in the world, that leads the Church of 
believers to get the name " invisible." The origin of the 
name is totally different, and solely depends on this, that 
the distinction between the tares and the wheat — mere 
professors and true believers — is not made visible. There 
is no clearing out of the tares to let the wheat stand 
alone — no assigning of a separate field to each. The 
righteous do not shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of the Father, till the angels gather out of the kingdom 
all things that offend. 



No. II. 



The Unity of the Church not located in Church 
Government. 

All know that the Church in the time of the apostles 
was one. If difficulties arose as to forms of church 
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government they were speedily settled. Divinely com- 
missioned judges were present to end disputes on all 
such questions. If self-willed parties sought to have 
their own way as to matters of worship, or if unseemly 
squabbles took place in the public assemblies of the 
saints, they were challenged and put down by the un- 
mistakeable sentence of God upon the parties offending. 
God's oracle might be inquired at, and a living voice 
interpreted the mind and will of Christ in regard to 
everything — government, worship, doctrine, discipline. 
Liberty of conscience and freedom of thought and opinion 
were met by, and had to bow before, the indisputable 
authority of the Church. 

Now, where at such a time lay the unity of the 
Church ? Two passages of Scripture will help us to dis- 
entangle this most difficult question. The first is Eph, 
iv. 4-16. The second is 1 Cor. xii., written by the 
same apostle, and for the very purpose of bringing out 
the diversity that is consistent with the oneness of the 
Church. 

Take the passage in Ephesians to start with. The 
unity of the Church is defined and settled, its elements 
written out at length, and its historical reality de- 
clared, in iv. 4-6. The grace given to every one in the 
Church according to the measure of the gift of Christ 
comes next, a distinctly different thing, in vers. 7, 8; 
to explain diversity of gifts among the members, and 
show at the same time the endowments of all. The 
great crowning gift of apostles, and prophets, and evan- 
gelists, and pastors and teachers — men of extraordinary 
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endowments — follows, another distinctly different thing, 
to make the love of Christ toward the whole united 
body abundantly manifest, vers. 11-16. 

In this train of thought it is evident that the apostle 
describes the unity of the Church without reference to 
church government, and as something distinctly dif- 
ferent from it The Church had, in the apostle's mind, 
existence and shape and unity ; was thought of by % 
him as an organism, with all the primal and constitutive 
elements of its unity about it, independently of the mani- 
festation in it of those ordinary gifts of grace with which 
its individual members were variously endowed, or those 
extraordinary gifts of some apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, which gave 
diversity and grace and beauty and edification to the 
whole. The ordinary members and office-bearers to- 
gether, of all sorts, were the one body, because bound 
together originally and as members, according to their 
several places, in the one organism, whose seven consti- 
tutional elements of unity are mentioned in vers. 4-6. 
The different endowments of the different members, and 
the great diversity introduced by the gift of some 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors 
and teachers, did not mar or break up the unity. It 
was otherwise constituted and otherwise upheld. Office- 
bearers were granted for the express purpose of edifying 
the body, otherwise one in its primary constitution, till 
all came into the unity of the faith it possessed, and of 
the knowledge it was to gain of the Son of God, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; and 



Digitized 



by Google 



APPENDIX NO. H. 123 

when granted, they fitted into their place in the body 
according to God's appointment, so forming a part of the 
one organism. The body, in short, was constituted one 
by the union of all parties to one another in Christ, and 
on principles unaffected by the diversity of endowments 
that came to light in office-bearers ; and apart altogether 
from those, some apostles, some prophets, some evan- 
gelists, and some pastors and teachers, that manifested 
themselves in the body, to minister to its needs. So it 
was in that first model Church — the concrete living em- 
bodiment of all revelation on the subject. The oneness of 
the Church was severed and distinguished of God from 
all its outer helps, and had a constitution unaffected by 
these two things— 1. The ordinary variety of gifts ap- 
pearing in individual members; 2. The extraordinary 
variety of gifts appearing in apostles, prophets, evange- 
lists, and pastors and teachers, which God granted and 
used for the upbuilding of the body. And it is so still 
in the later Church of after times, wherever God's model 
constitution is rightly understood and followed. ' The 
unity of the Church does not appear embodied in its 
office-bearers, of whatever sort they be. They are not 
its depository. 

The passage in 1st Corinthians gives exactly the same 
results, only it is still more elaborate after the apostle's 
most powerful fashion, xii. 4-28. " Now there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are 
differences of administration, but the same Lord. And 
there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in alL But the manifestation of the 
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Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For 
to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom ; to 
another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit ; to 
another faith by the same Spirit." And so he runs on to 
show that there is one body, of which Christ is the Head, 
but there are many members, and a variety of gifts. 

No one, I believe, who apprehends aright the sweep 
of the thought here can fail to see that the apostle has 
in view from the outset some, at least, of the con- 
structive elements of the Church's oneness, which are 
given as constitutional elements in Eph. iv. 4. You 
have the same Spirit, the same Lord, the same Gfod 
who worketh all in all, to match exactly the one Spirit, 
the one Lord, the one God and Father of all, over all, 
through all and in all, who work in one, hold the whole 
body together, fill it with one hope and one faith, 
and singularize it with one baptism. And you have the 
whole force of the apostle's intellect at work to show 
that the unity of the body so formed goes naturally, and, 
according to his mind, before the diversity of gifts in the 
members that appears on the face of the Church. It is 
constituted altogether apart from the variety of gracious 
endowments vouchsafed. These stand as a distinctly 
different gift for the upbuilding of the body. The start- 
ing point, just as it was in Ephesians, is the one Spirit 
of God who enables sinners to make the confession that 
gives them a place in the Church of God ; vers. 3, " No 
man can say that Jesus is the Christ, but by the Holy 
Ghost." This one Spirit, we are told, pervades- the 
whole members of Christ's body, unites them all in one, 
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and performs the sort of part in them that the living 
soul performs in the human body. And the special gifts 
or capacities for spiritual service in the great organism 
which each one may happen to receive, are but special 
manifestations of the one Spirit working in every one as 
He wills. The word of wisdom that comes from the lips 
of one, the word of knowledge spoken by another, the 
great faith exercised by a third, the mighty power of 
healing appearing in a fourth, are but the natural diver- 
sity of powers bestowed upon the different parts of 
Christ's body for special purposes, just as are tjie differ- 
ent organs, for example, bestowed upon the different parts 
of the human body — the eye, the ear, the hand, the foot. 
They do not hurt or mar the glorious unity as to its sub- 
stance which the three persons of the one God combine 
to create. On the contrary, this whole organism, with 
its strangely diversified powers and capacities, is nothing 
else but the one body of Christ. Those officers gifted 
with extraordinary endowments are the crown and flower 
of this diversity. So the truth comes out a second time 
after the plainest fashion, that office-bearers are granted 
like hands and feet for the upbuilding of the body in its 
oneness — not as a constructive element of its oneness. 
It is not the oneness of it, but the diversity in it that 
is concentrated and set forth in the government of the 
Church. 

Still this fact, so patent in the Word of God, that 
church government is merely the result of diversity of 
gifts granted of God for the good of the Church, does 
not in any way interfere with the oneness of the govern- 
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ment. It does indeed prove it a possible thing that 
God might have appointed a variety even of forms of 
government in the one body, where the office-bearers 
were bound to hold fellowship with one another. But 
as matter of fact it was not so. There was, as most think, 
but one kind or sort of government in the days of the 
apostles, whatever it was, and the diversity of gifts then 
did not affect the simplicity or the unity of the government 
There was not one kind of government here, another there 
— Episcopacy in one place, Presbyterianism in a second 
place, and Independency in a third. The whole ques- 
tion as to what really is the divinely appointed form — 
whether it be Episcopacy, Presbyterianism, or Independ- 
ency — lies in another region, and must be settled by an 
appeal to the facts of history in the Apostolic Church. 

We have gained, however, a great deal when we come 
to see that the unity of the Church lies nearer the centre 
of the living organism than church government does, and 
rests on another foundation, viz., the oneness of the one 
God. The principle is a most important one, far-reach- 
ing and decisive. The question raised in the days of the 
Reformation between Protestants and Papists, as to 
whether the Protestants were guilty of schism when 
they broke off from the Pope's jurisdiction, is decided by it. 
The seamless robe of Christ was not rent by the Reformers 
when they refused to submit to the church government 
of the Papacy and set its anathemas at nought. The 
old bone of contention between the Church of England 
and the Nonconformists is taken out of the way by it. 
The men that gathered on the hillside to worship their 
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God and set up a separate church organization independ- 
ent of their old bishops, because they usurped the lordship 
of their consciences and imposed the yoke of a church 
service-book, were not necessarily schismatics, even by 
mistake. The oneness of the true Church — their one- 
ness with believers in the church they left — was secure 
beneath and apart from their nonconformity. We may 
admit they were in error, and yet maintain that the breach 
was not so deep as to entitle it to be called schism. 



No. III. 



The whole body of professors bore the name of the 
Church in apostolic times, and were addressed as if they 
were all believers. Their duties and privileges and posi- 
tion, outwardly, were those of believers, and there was no 
other distinction made. So much more excellent was the 
living than the dead part of the organism esteemed. Their 
epistles were addressed to, and in their writings they 
spoke to, warned, instructed, saluted the saints as a 
Church, ignoring the mere professors that might be among 
them. " To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called 
to be saints" (Rom. i. 7). " Unto the church of God 
which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call 
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours " (1 Cor. i. 2), and so to the Galatians, Ephesians, 
etc. It was only wjien a hollow-hearted professor needed 
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to be rebuked, or one yet in the gall of bitterness and the 
bond of iniquity needed to be cut off for the sake of the 
health of the body, that the presence of unbelievers was 
recognised at all and the difference between the visible 
and invisible Church made apparent. 
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according to their situation in 'Europe, Asia, and Africa, Northern and Central 
America, or South America."— Pott MdU Gazette, 

By the same Author. 

A Glance over Europe. Price is. 

Inaugural Address to the University of Aberdeen, on his 

Installation as Rector. Price Is. 
East India Financial Statement, 1869. Price is. 
Remarks on the Present Political Situation. 

A Speech delivered at Elgin, Nov. 15, 1870. Price Is. 



Veterinary Medicines ; their Actions and Uses. 

By PINLAY DUN. Third Edition, revised and enlarged. 8vo, price 12s. 

Social Life in Former Days ; 

Chiefly in the Province of Moray. Illustrated by letters and family papers. By 
E. DUNBAR DUNBAR, late Captain 21st Fusiliers. 2 vols, demy 8vo, price 
19s. 6d. 

Deep-Sea Soundings. 

COLLOQUIA PERIPATETICA. By the late JOHN DUNCAN, LL.D., Professor 
of Hebrew in the New College, Edinburgh ; being Conversations in Philosophy, 
Theology, and Religion. Second Edition. 1 vol. fcap. 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

" The present volume, if nothing more'of Dr. Duncan's wonderful talk than 
what its pages contain were ever to emerge, would yet be an adequate monument 
to the deceased, and a gift of the highest value to our speculative literature."— 
Daily Review. 

Karl's Legacy. 

By the Rev. J. W. EBSWORTH. 2 vols. ex. fcap. 8vo. Price 6s. 6d. 

Charlie and Ernest ; or, Play and Work. 

A Story of Hazlehurst School, with Four Illustrations by J. D. By M. BETH AM 
EDWARDS. Royal 16mo, Ss. 6d. 

A Memoir of the Bight Honourable Hugh Elliot. 

By his Granddaughter, the COUNTESS of MINTO. 8vo, price 12s. 

" Lady Minto produced a valuable memoir when she printed the substance of 
the work before us for private circulation in 1862. It now, in its completed shape, 
presents a full length and striking portrait of a remarkable member of a remark- 
able race." — Quarterly Review. 

The Unconditional Freeness of the Gospel. 

New Edition revised. By the late THOMAS ERSKINE of Linlathen. 1 vol. fcap. 
8vo. Price 8s. 6d. 

By the same Author, 

The Purpose of God in the Creation of Man. 

Fcap. 8vo, sewed. Price dd. 
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Good Little Hearts. 

By AUNT FANNY. Author of the " Night-Cap Series." 4 vol*, in a box, price 6s. 

L'Histoire d'Angleterre. Par M. lame fleurt. ismo, cloth, 2s. ed. 
I/Histoire de France. Par M. lame fleurt. i8mo, cloth, 2s. ed. 

Christianity viewed in some of its Leading Aspects. 

By Rev. A. L. R FOOTE, Author of 'Incidents in the Life of our Saviour.' Fcap., 
cloth, 8s, 

Ealendars of Scottish Saints, with Personal Notices of those 

of Alba. By ALEXANDER PENROSE FORBES, D.C.L., Bishop of Brechin. 
1 vol. 4to. Price to Subscribers only, Two Guineas. Large paper copies, Four 
Guineas. 

Frost and Fire; 

Natural Engines, Tool-Harks, and Chips, with Sketches drawn at Home and Abroad 
by a Traveller. Re-issue, containing an additional Chapter. 2 vols. 8vo, with 
Maps and numerous Illustrations on Wood, price 21s. 

" A very Turner among books, in the originality and delicious freshness of its 
style, and the truth and delicacy of the descriptive portions. For some four-and- 
twenty years he has traversed half our northern hemisphere by the least frequented 
paths ; and everywhere, with artistic and philosophic eye, has found something to 
describe— here in tiny trout-stream or fleecy cloud, there in lava-flow or ocean 
current, or in the works of nature's giant sculptor— ioe."— Header. 

The Cat's Pilgrimage. 

By J. A. FROUDE, M.A., late Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford. With 7 full- 
page Illustrations by Mrs. Blackburn (J. B.). 4to, price 6s. 

Gifts for Men. Byia 

1. The Gift of Repentance. i 8. The Gift of the Holy Ghost. 

2. The Gift of the Yoke. | 4. The Promise to the Elect. 

Crown 8vo, price 6 
"Written in a very Christian spirit, and with much skill, originality and 
fervour.'*— Publisher' $ Circular, 

Arthurian Localities : their Historical Origin, Chief Country, 

and Fingalian Relations, with* a Map of Arthurian Scotland. By JOHN G. S. 
STUART GLENNIE, M.A. 8vo, price 7s. 6d. 

Works by Margaret Maria Gordon (nee Brewster). 

Lady Elinob Mordaunt ; or, Sunbeams in the Castle. Crown 8vo, oloth, 9s. 

Work ; or, Plenty to do and How to do it. Thirty-fifth thousand. Fcap. 8vo, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Little Millie and heb Foub 'Places. Cheap Edition. Fifty-third thousand. 
Limp cloth, Is. 

Sunbeams in the Cottage ; or, What Women may do, A narrative chiefly ad- 
dressed to the Working Classes. Cheap Edition. Forty-third thousand. Limp 
cloth, Is. 

Prevention ; or, An Appeal to Economy and Common-Sense. 8vo, 6d. 
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The Word and the World. Price 2d. 

Leaves of Healing for the Sick and Sorrowful. Fcap. 4to, cloth, 8s. 6d, 

Cheap Edition, limp cloth, 2s. 
The Motherless Bot ; with an Illustration by J. Noel Paton, R.S.A. Cheap 

Edition, limp cloth, Is. 

"Alike in manner and matter calculated to attract youthful attention, and to 
attract it by the best of all means — sympathy."— Scotsman. 

* Christopher North ;* * 

A Memoir of John Wilson, late Professor of Moral Philosophy in the University of 
Edinburgh. Compiled .from Family Papers and other sources, by his daughter, 
Mrs. GORDON. Third Thousand. 2 vols, crown 8vo, price 24s., with Portrait, 
and graphic Illustrations. 

' Mystifications.' 

By Miss STIRLING GRAHAM. Fourth Edition. Edited by John Brown, M.D. 
With Portrait of Lady PitlyaL Fcap. 8vo., price 3s. dd. 

Life of Father Lacordaire. 

By DORA GREENWELL. Fcap. 8vo. Price 6s. 

" She has done a great service in bringing before the English public the career 
of a great man whose biography they might have refused to read if written by a 
Roman Catholic."— Churdh Timet. 

Scenes from the Life of Jesus. 

By SAMUEL GREG. Second Edition, enlarged. Ex. fcap. 8vo, price Ss. 6d. 

"One of the few theological works which can be heartily commended to all 
classes."— Inverness Courier. % 

Arboriculture; or A Practical Treatise on Raising and 

Managing Forest Trees, and on the Profitable Extension of the Woods and Forests 
of Great Britain. By JOEfr GRIGOR, The Nurseries, Forres. 8vo, price 10s. 6d. 

" He is a writer whose authorship has this weighty recommendation, that he can 
support hiB theories by facts, and can point to lands, worth less than a shilling an 
acre when he found them, now covered with ornamental plantations, and yielding 
through them a revenue equal to that of the finest corn-land in the country. . . . 
His book has interest both for the adept and the novice, for the large proprietor 
and him that has but a nook or corner to plant out."— Saturday Review. 

" Mr. Grigor's practical information on all points on which an intending planter 
is interested is.particularly good. ... We have placed it on our shelves as a 
first-class book of reference on all points relating to Arboriculture ; and we strongly 
recommend others to do the 8ame. ,, — Farmer. 

An Ecclesiastical History of Scotland, 

From the Introduction of Christianity to the Present Time. By GEORGE GRUB, 
A.M. 4 vols. 8vo, 42s. Fine Paper Copies, 52s. «d. 

Chronicle of G-udrun ; 

A Story of the North Sea, From the medieeval German. By EMMA LETHER- 
BROW. With frontispiece by J. Noel Paton, R.S. A. New Edition, price 5s. 

Notes on the Early History of the Boyal Scottish Academy 

By Sir GEORGE HARVEY, Kt., P.RS.A. 8vo, price Ss. 6d. 
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The Life of our Lord. 

By the Rev. WILLIAM HANNA, D.D., LL.D. 6 vols., handsomely bound in 
cloth extra, gilt edges, price 30s. 

Separate vols., plain cloth, price 5s. each. , 

1. Thb Earlier Years of ouH Lord. 8th Thousand. 

2. The Ministry nr Galilee. Second Edition. 

3. The Close of the Ministry. 6th Thousand. 

4. The Passion Week. 5th Thousand. 

5. The Last Day of our Lord's Passion. 47th Thousand. 

6. The Forty Days after the Resurrection. 9th Thousand. 

Heavenly Love and Earthly Echoes. 

By a Glasgow Merchant. 2d Edition. 18ino, price Is. 6d. 

" We have read this volume with unmingled satisfaction. We very cordially re- 
commend it, as one much fitted to commend religion to the young, to cheer and 
help the tempted and desponding, and indeed to have a wholesome influence on 
the minds and hearts of all. "—Original Secession Magazine. 

Herminius. 

A Romance. By L E. S. Fcap. 8vo, price 6s. 

The Historians of Scotland. 

An Annual Payment of £1 will entitle the Subscriber to Two volumes. Price to 
Non-Subscribers, 15a, per volume. 

In Preparation, 

1. Scoticronicon of John de Fordun, from a contemporary 

MS. at the end of the Fourteenth century, preserved in the Library at Wolfen- 
biittel, in the Duchy of Brunswick ; collated with other Known M88. of the 
original chronicle. Edited by Mr. William F. Skene. In 2 vols, demy 8vo. 

2. The Metrical Chronicle of Andrew of Wyntoun, Prior of 

St Serfs Inch in Lochleven, who died about 1420. The work now printed entire 
for the first time, from the Royal MS. in the British Museum, collated with other 
MSS. Edited by Mr. David Laing. In demy 8vo, 

If the Gospel Narratives are Mythical, what then P 

Crown 8vo., price 3s. 6d. 

"ThiB intensely interesting treatise." — The Watchman. 

" Many of the author's remarks are extremely beautiful and suggestive, the re- 
sult of accurate and earnest thought."— Freeman, 

Sketches of Early Scotch History. 

By COSMO INNES, F.a A., Professor of History In the University of Edinburgh. 
1. The Church ; its Old Organisation, Parochial and Monastic. 2. Universities. 
8. Family History. 8vo, price 16s. 

Concerning some Scotch Surnames. 

By COSMO INNES, F.a A., Professor of History in the University of Edinburgh. 
Small 4to, cloth antique, 5s. 
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Instructive Picture Books. 

Folio, 7s. 6d. each. 

" These Volumes are among the most instructive Picture-books we hare seen, 
and we know of none better calculated to excite and gratify the appetite of the 
young for the knowledge of nature."— : Tvmes. 

I. 

The Instructive Picture Book. A few Attractive Lessons from the Natural 
History of Animals. By ADAM WHITE, late Assistant, Zoological Department, 
British Museum. With 54 folio coloured Plates. Seventh Edition, containing many 
new Illustrations by Mrs. Blackburn, J. Stewart, Gottrlay Stebll, and others. 

IL 

The Instructive Picture Book. Lessons from the Vegetable World. By the 
Author of < The Heir of Redclyffe,' 'The Herb of the Field,' etc. Arranged by 
Robert M. Stark, Edinburgh. New Edition, with 64 Plates. 

III. 
Instructive Picture Book. The Geographical Distribution of Animals, in a 
Series of Pictures for the use of Schools and Families. By the late Dr. Greville. 
With descriptive letterpress. New Edition, with 60 Plates, \ 

IV. 
Pictures of Animal and Vegetable life in all Lands. 48 Folio Plates. 

The History of Scottish Poetry, 

From the Middle Ages to the Close of the Seventeenth Century. By the late 
DAVID IRVING, LL.D. Edited by John Attken Carlyle, M.D. With a Memoir 
and Glossary. Demy 8vo, 16s. 

Sermons by the Bev. John Ker, D.D., Glasgow. 

Eighth Edition. Crown 8vo, price 6s. 

" This is a very remarkable volume of sermons. And it is no doubt a most 
favourable symptom of the healthiness of Christian thought among us, that we 
are so often able to begin a notice with these words. 

" We cannot help wishing that such notice more frequently introduced to our 
readers a volume of Church of England sermons. Still, looking beyond our pale, 
we rejoice notwithstanding. 

" Mr. Ker has dug boldly and diligently into the vein which Robertson opened ; 
but the result, as compared with that of the first miner, is as the product of skilled 
machinery set against that of the vigorous unaided arm. There is no roughness, 
no sense of labour; all comes smoothly and regularly on the page— one thought 
evoked out of another. As Robertson strikes the rock with his tool, unlooked- 
for sparkles tempt him on ; the workman exults in his discovery ; behind each 
beautiful, strange thought, there is yet another more strange and beautiful still. 
Whereas, in this work, every beautiful thought has its way prepared, and every 
strange thought loses its power of starting by the exquisite harmony of its 
setting. Robertson's is the glitter of the ore on the bank ; Iter's is the uniform 
shining of the wrought metal We have not seen a volume of sermons for many a 
day which will so thoroughly repay both purchase and perusal and re-perusal. 
And not the least merit of these sermons is, that they are eminently suggestive." — 
Contemporary Review. 
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" The sermons before us are indeed of no common order ; among a host of com- 
petitors they occupy a high class— we were about to say the highest class— 
whether viewed in point of composition, or thought, or treatment. 

" He has gone down in the diving-bell of a sound Christian philosophy, to the 
very depth of his theme, and has brought up treasures of the richest and most 
recherchi character, practically showing the truth of his own remarks in the preface, 
* that there is no department of thought or action which cannot be touched by that 
gospel which is the manifold wisdom of God.' These subjects he has exhibited in 
a style corresponding to their brilliancy and profoundness— terse and telling, 
elegant and captivating, yet totally unlike the tinsel ornaments laid upon the sub- 
ject by an elaborate process of manipulation — a style which is the outcome of the 
sentiment and feelings within, shaping itself in appropriate drapery."— British and 
Foreign Evangelical Review. 

Headings in Holy Writ. 
By Lobd KINLOCH. Fcap. 8vo. 

Faith's Jewels. 

Presented in Verse, with other devout Verses. By Lord KINLOCH. Ex. fcap. 
8vo, price 5s. 

The Circle of Christian Doctrine ; 

A Handbook of Faith, framed out of a Layman's experience. By Lord KINLOCH. 
Third and Cheaper Edition. Fcap. 8vo, 2s. 6& 

Time's Treasure; 

Or, Devout Thoughts for every Day of the Year. Expressed in verse. By Lord 
KINLOCH. Third and Cheaper Edition. Fcap. 8vo, price 8s. 6d. 

Devout Moments. 

By Lord KINLOCH. Price 6d. 

Studies for Sunday Evening. 

By Lord KINLOCH. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, price 4s. 6d. 

Supplemental Descriptive Catalogue of Ancient Scottish Seals. 

By HENRY LAING. 4to, profusely illustrated, price £3 : 3s. 

The Philosophy of Ethics : 

An Analytical Essay. By SIMON S. LAURIE, A.M. Demy 8vo, price 6s. 

Notes, Expository and Critical, on certain British Theories 

of Morals. By SIMON S. LAURIE. 8vo, price 6s. 

The Beform of the Church of Scotland 

In Worship, Government, and Doctrine. By ROBERT LEE, D.D., late Professor 
of Biblical Criticism in the University of Edinburgh, and Minister of Oreyfriars. 
Part L Worship. Second Edition, fcap. 8vo, price 3s. 

Historical Becords of the Family of Leslie. 

From a.d. 1067 to 1868-69. Collected from Public Records and Authentic Private 
Sources. By Colonel CHARLES LESLIE, K.H., of Balquhain. 3 vols, demy 
8vo, price 36s. 
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Life in Normandy ; 

Sketches of French Fishing, Farming, Cooking, Natural History, and Politics, 
drawn from Nature. - By an English Resident. Third Edition, crown 8vo, 
price 0s. 

A Memoir of Lady Anna Mackenzie* 

Countess of Balcarres, and afterwards of Argyle, 1621-1706. By ALEXANDER 
LORD LINDSAY. Fcap. 8vo, price 8s. 6d. 

" All who lore the byways of history, should read this life of a loyal covenanter. " 
— Atlasi 

Little Ella and the Fire-King, 

And other Fairy Tales. By M. W., with Illustrations by Henry Warren. Second 
Edition. 16mo, cloth, 8s. 6d. Cloth extra, gilt edges, 4s. 

Primary- and Classical Education. 

By the Right Hon. ROBERT LOWE, M.P. Price Is. 

Specimens of Ancient Oaelio Poetry, 

Collected between the years 1512 and 1529 by the Rev. JAMES M«GREGOR, Dean 
of Lismore— - illustrative of the Language and Literature of the Scottish Highlands 
prior to the Sixteenth Century. Edited, with a Translation and Notes, by the Rev. 
Thomas Maclauohlan. The Introduction and additional Notes by William F. 
Skene. 8vo, price 12s. 

Ten Years North of the Orange River. 

A Story of Everyday Life and Work among the South African Tribes, from 1859 to 
1869. By JOHN MACKENZIE, of the London Missionary, Society. With Map 
and Illustrations. 1 vol. crown 8vo, price 6s. 

Select Writings: Political, Scientific, Topographical, and 

Miscellaneous, of the late CHARLES MACLAREN, F.R.S.E., F.G.S., Editor of 
the Scotsman. Edited by Robert Cox, F.S.A., Scot., and Jambs Nicol, F.RS.E., 
F.G.S., Professor of Natural History in the University of Aberdeen, With a 
Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols, crown 8vo, 15s. 

Memorials of the Life and Ministry of Charles Colder 

Mackintosh, D.D. of Tain and Dunoon. Edited, with a Sketch of the Religious 
History of the Northern Highlands of Scotland, by the Rev. William Baylor, 
M.A., with Portrait Crown 8vo, price 6s. 

The Americans at Home. 

Pen and Ink Sketches of American Men, Manners, and Institutions. By DAVID 
MACRAE. 2 vols, crown 8vo., price 16s. 

" A really good work on America, which deserves to be cordially welcomed. It 
is replete with racy and original anecdotes, and abounds with realistic pictures 
of American life and character."— Westminster Review. 

Mac-vicar's (J. Gk, D J>.) 

The Philosophy of the Beautiful ; price 6s. 6<L First Lines of Science Sim- 
plified ; price 5s. Inquiry into Human Nature ; price 7s. 6d. 
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Mary Stuart and the Casket Letters. 

By J. F. N., with an Introduction by Henry Glassi-ord Bell. Ex. fcap. 8vo, 
price 4b. 6d. 

Max Havalaar; 

Or, The Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company. By MULTATULI; 
translated from the original MS. by Baron Nahuys. With Maps, price 14s. 

Why the Shoe Pinches. 

A contribution to Applied Anatomy. By HERMANN METER, M.D., Professor 
of Anatomy in the University of Zurich. Price 6d. 

(The, Herring: 

Its Natural History and National Importance. By JOHN M. MITCHELL. With 
Six Illustrations, 8vo, price 12s. 

The Insane in Private Dwellings. 

By ARTHUR MITCHELL, A.M., M.D., Deputy Commissioner in Lunacy for Scot- 
land, etc. 8to, price 4s. 6d. 

Creeds and Churches. 

By the Riv. Sir HENBT WELLWOOD MONCREIFF, Bart., D.D. Demy 8vo. 
Price 38. 6d. 

Ancient Pillar-Stones of Scotland : 

Their Significance and Bearing on Ethnology. By George Moore, M.D. 8vo, 
price 6s. 6d. 

Heroes of Discovery. 

By SAMUEL MOSSMAN. Crown 8vo, price 5s. 

Political Sketches of the State of Europe— from 1814-1867. 

Containing Ernest, Count Munster's Despatches to the Prince Regent from the 
Congress of Vienna and of Paris. By GEORGE HERBERT, Count Munster. 
Demy*8vo, price 8s. 

Biographical Annals of the Parish of Colinton. 

By THOMAS MURRAY, LL.D, Crown 8vo, price 8s. 6& 

History Rescued, in Answer to " History Vindicated," being 

a recapitulation of " The Case for the Crown," and the Reviewers Reviewed, in re 
the Wigtown Martyrs. By MARK NAPIER. 8vo, price 6s. 

Nightcaps : 

A Series of Juvenile Books. By " Aunt Fanny." 6 vols, square 16mo, cloth. 
In case, price 12s., or separately, 2s. each volume. 

L Baby Nightcaps. I 8. Big Nightcaps. 1 5. Old Nightcaps. 

2. Little Nightcaps. I 4. New Nightcaps. I 6. Fairy Nightcaps. 

" Neither a single story nor a batch of tales in a single volume, but a box of six 
pretty little books of choice fiction is Aunt Fanny's contribution to the new supply 
of literary toys for the next children's season. Imagine the delight of a little girl 
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who, through the munificence of mamma or godmamma, finds herself possessor of 
Aunt Fanny's tastefully-decorated box. Conceive the exultation with which, on 
raising the lid, she discovers that it contains six whole and separate volumes, and 
then say, you grown-up folk, whose pockets are bursting with florins, whether you 
do not think that a few of your pieces of white money would be well laid out in 
purchasing such pleasure for the tiny damsels of your acquaintance, who like to 
be sent to bed with the fancies of a pleasant story-teller clothing their sleepy 
heads with nightcaps of dreamy contentment The only objection we can make to 
the quality and fashion of Aunt Fanny's Nightcaps is, that some of their joyous 
notions are more calculated to keep infantile wearers awake all night than to dis- 
pose them to slumber. As nightcaps for the daytime, however, they are, one and 
all, excellent."— Atheiuzum. 

ODDS AND ENDS— Price 6d. Each. 

Vol. L, in Cloth, price 4s. 6d, containing Nos. 1-10. 
VoL II., Do. do. Nos. 11-19. 

1. Sketches of Highland Character. 2. Convicts. 3. Wayside Thoughts. 

4. The Enterkin. 5. Wayside Thoughts— Part 2. 

6. Penitentiaries and Reformatories. 7. Notes from Paris. 

8. Essays by an Old Man. 9. Wayside Thoughts— Part 3. 

10. The Influence of the Reformation. 11. The Cattle Plague. 

12. Rough Night's Quarters. 13. On the Education of Children. 

14. The Stormontfield Experiments. 15. A Tract for the Times. 

16. Spain in 1866. 17. The Highland Shepherd. 

18. Correlation of Forces. 19. * Bibliomania.' 

20. A Tract on Twigs. 21. Notes on Old Edinburgh. 

22. Gold-Diggings in Sutherland. 23. Post-Office Telegraphs. 

The Bishop's Walk and The Bishop's Times. 

By ORWELL. Fcap. 8vo, price 5s. 

Man : Where, Whence, and Whither P 

Being a glance at Man in his Natural-History Relations. By DAVID PAGE, 
LL.D. Fcap. 8vo, price 3s. 6d. 

" Cautiously and temperately written."— Spectator. 

The Great Sulphur. Cure. 

By BOBEBT PAIBMAN, Surgeon. Thirteenth Edition, price Is. 

France : Two Lectures. 

By M. PBEVOST-PARADOL, of the French Academy. 8vo, price 2s. 6cL 

" Should be carefully studied by every one who wishes to know anything about 
contemporary French History."— Daily Review. 

Suggestions on Academical Organisation, 

With Special Reference to Oxford. By MARK PATTISON, B.D., Rector of Lin- 
coln College, Oxford. Grown 8vo, price 7s. 6d. 
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Practical Water-Farming. 

By WM. PEARD, M.D., LL.D. 1 voL fcap. 8vo, price 5s. 

Memoirs of Frederick Perthes ; 

Or, Literary, Religious, and Political Life in Germany from 1789 to 1848. By C. T. 
PERTHES, Professor of Law at Bonn. Grown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

On Primary and Technical Education. 

Two Lectures delivered to the Philosophical Institution of Edinburgh. By LTON 
PLAYPAIR, C. B. , M. P. 8vo. , price Is. 

Popular Genealogists; 

Or, The Art of Pedigree-making. Crown 8vo, price 4s. 

The Pyramid and the Bible: 

The rectitude of the one in accordance with the truth of the other. By a Clergy- 
man. Ex. fcap. 8vo, price 88. 6d. 

Beminiscences of Scottish Life and Character. 

By E. B. RAMSAY,; M.A., LL.D., F.R.S.E., Dean of Edinburgh. Nineteenth 
Edition, price Is. 6d. 

" The Dean of Edinburgh has here produced a book for railway reading of the 
very first class. The persons (and they are many) who can only under such circum- 
stances devote ten minutes of attention to any page, without the certainty of a 
dizzy or stupid headache, in every page of this volume will find some poignant 
anecdote or trait which will last them a good half-hour for after-laughter : one of 
the pleasantest of human sensations. "—Athenceum. 

%* The original Edition in 2 vols, with Introductions, price 12s., and the Six- 
teenth Edition in 1 vol. cloth antique, price 6s., may be had. 

Becess Studies. , 

Edited by Sir ALEXANDER GRANT, Bart, LL.D. 8vb, price 12s. 

Art Rambles in Shetland. 

By JOHN T. REID. Handsome 4to, cloth, profusely Illustrated, price 25s. 

" This record of Art Rambles may be classed among the most choice and highly- 
finished of recent publications of this sort."— Scctwrday Review. 

Historical Studies. 

By E. WILLIAM ROBERTSON, Author of "Scotland under her Early Kings." 
Contents. 

1. Standards of thb Past. I 4. The King's Km. 

2. Land. 5. The Coronation of Edgar 
8. The King's Wife. I 6. The Policy of Dunstan. 

etc. etc. etc. In 1 vol. Demy 8vo. 

Scotland under her Early Kings. 

A History of the Kingdom to the close of the 18th century. By E. WILLIAM 
ROBERTSON, in 2 vols. 8vo, cloth, 36s. 
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Doctor Antonio. 

A Tale. By JOHN RUFPINL Cheap Edition, crown 8vo, boards, 2s. 6d. 

Lorenzo Benoni ; 

Or, Passages in the Life of an Italian. By JOHN RUFFINL With Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 5s. Cheap Edition, crown 8vo, boards, 2s. 6d. 

The Salmon ; 

Its History, Position, and Prospects. By ALEX. RUSSEL. 8vo, price 7s. M. 

Druidism Exhumed. Proving that the Stone Circles of 

Britain were Druidical Temples. By Rev. JAMES RUST. Fcap. 8vo, price 4s. 6d. 

Gowodean : 

A Pastoral, by JAMES SALMON. 8vo, price 6s. 

Natural History and Sport in Moray. 

Collected from the Journals and Letters of the late CHARLES St. JOHN, Anthor 
of € Wild Sports of the Highlands.' With a short Memoir of the Author. Crown 
8vo, price 88. 6d. 

A Handbook of the History of Philosophy. 

By Dr. ALBERT SCHWEGLER Second Edition. Translated and Annotated by 
J. Hutchison Stirling, LL. D. , Author of the * Secret of Hegel. ' Crown 8vo, price 6s. 
" Schwegler's is the best possible handbook of the history of philosophy, and 
there could not possibly be a better translator of it than Dr. Stirling." — Westminster 
Review. 

The Scottish Foor-Iiaws: Examination of their Policy, 

History, and Practical Action. By SCOTUS. 8vo, price 7s. 6<L 

" This book is a magazine of interesting facts and acute observations upon this 
vitally important subject."— Scotsman. 

The Roman Poets of the Republic. 

By W. T. SELLAR, M. A, Professor of Humanity in the University of Edinburgh, 
and formerly Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. 8vo, price 12a. 

Gossip about Letters and Letter- Writers. 

By GEORGE SETON, Advocate, M.A., Oxon., F.S. A., Scot. Fcap. 8vd, price 5s. 
" A very agreeable little brochure which anybody may dip into with satisfaction 
to while away idle hours."— Echo. 

' Cakes, Leeks, Puddings, and Potatoes. 9 

A Lecture on the Nationalities of the United Kingdom. By GEORGE SETON, 
Advocate, M.A, Oxon, etc. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, sewed, price 6d. 

Culture and Religion. 

By J. C. SHAIRP, Principal of the United College of St. Salvator and St 
Leonards, St. Andrews. Fcap. 8vo, price 3s. 6d. 

" A wise book, and unlike a great many other wise books, has that carefully- 
shaded thought and expression which fits Professor Shairp to speak for Culture no 
less than for Religion."— Spectator. 
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John Keble : 

An Essay on the Author of the 'Christian Tear.' By J. 0. SHAIRP, Principal 
of the United College of St. Salvator and St Leonards, St. Andrews. Fcap. 8vo, 
price 3s. 

" It is difficult to praise such a book as it deserves without seeming to exagge- 
rate, and still more difficult to give the reader any fair idea of its beauty and 
power by mere quotation." — Watchman. 

" The finest essay in this volume, partly because it is upon the greatest and 
most definite subject, is the first— Wordsworth. . . We have said so much upon 
this essay that we can only say of the three others, that they are fully worthy to 
stand beside it."— Spectator. 

Studies in Poetry and Philosophy. 

By J. C. SHAIRP, St. Andrews. 1 vol. fcap. 8vo, price 6s. 

On Archaic Sculptnrings of Cups and Circles upon Stones 

and Rocks in Scotland, England, etc. By Sir J. Y. SIMPSON, Bart, M.D., D.C.L., 
Vice-President of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, etc. etc. 1 vol. small 4to, 
with Illustrations, price 21s, 

Proposal to Stamp out Small-pox and other Contagious 

Diseases. By Sir J. Y. SIMPSON, Bart, M.D., D.C.L, Price Is. 

The Four Ancient Books of Wales, 

Containing the Cymric Poems attributed to the Bards of the Sixth century. By 
WILLIAM F. SKENE. With Maps and Facsimiles. 2 vols. 8vo, price 36s. 

" Mr. Skene's book will, as a matter of course and necessity, find its place on 
• the tables of all Celtic antiquarians and scholars,"— Arehaologia Cambrtntls. 

The Coronation Stone. 

By WILLIAM F. SKENE. Small 4to. With Illustrations in Photography and 
Zincography. Price 6s. 

The Sermon on the Mount. 

By the Rev. WALTER C. SMITH, Author of 'The Bishop's Walk, and other 
Poems, by Orwell, * and 'Hymns of Christ and Christian Life.' Crown 8vo, 
price 6s. 

Disinfectants and Disinfection* 

By Dr. ROBERT ANGUS SMITH, 8vo, price 5s, 

" By common consent Dr. Angus Smith has become the first authority in Europe 
on the subject of Disinfectants. To this subject he has devoted a large portion 
of his scientific life ; and now, in a compact volume of only 188 pages, he has 
condensed the result of twenty years, of patient study. To Sanitary officers, to 
municipal and parochial authorities, and, indeed, to all who are particularly con- 
cerned for the public health and life ; and who is not? we sinoerely commend Dr. 
Angus Smith's treatise." — Chemical News. 

Life and Work at the Great Pyramid. 

With a Discussion of the Facts Ascertained. By C. PIAZZI SMYTH, F.R.8S.L. 
and E., Astronomer-Royal for Scotland. 8 vols, demy 8vo, price 56s. 

On the Antiquity of Intellectual Man from a Practical and 

Astronomical Point of View. By C. PIAZZI SMYTH, F.&SS.L. and E., Astro- 
nomer-Royal for Scotland. Crown 8vo, price 9s. 
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An Equal-Surface Projection for Maps of the World, and 

its Application to certain Anthropological Questions. By C. PIAZZI SMYTH, 
F.R.SS.L, & E., Astronomer-Royal for Scotland. 8vo, price 3s. 

History Vindicated in the Case of the Wigtown Martyrs. 

By the Rev. ARCHIBALD STEWART. Second Edition. 8vo, price 3s. 6d. 

Dugald Stewart's Collected Works, 

Edited by Sir William Hamilton, Bart Vols. I. to X 8vo, eloth, each 12s. 
VoL I.— Dissertation. Vols. II. IH. and IV.— Elements of the Philosophy 
of the Human Mind. Vol. V.— Philosophical Essays. Vols. VI. and VII.— 
Philosophy of the Active and Moral Powers of Man. Vols. VIIL and IX.— 
Lectures on Political Economy. VoL X— Biographical Memoirs of Adam 
Smith, LL.D., William Robertson, D.D., and Thomas Reid, D.D. ; to which 
is prefixed a Memoir of Dugald Stewart, with Selections from his Corre- 
spondence, by John Veitch, M. A Supplementary VoL — Translations of the 
Passages in Foreign Languages contained in the Collected Works; with 
General Index. 

Jerrold, Tennyson, Macaulay, and other Critical Essays, 

By JAMES HUTCHISON STIRLING, LL.D., Author of 'The Secret of Hegel.'' 
1 vol. fcap. 8vo, price 5s. 

"The author of 'The Secret of Hegel' here gives us his opinions of the lives 
and works of those three great representative Englishmen whose names appear on 
the title-page of the work before us. Dr. Stirling's opinions are entitled to be heard, 
and carry great weight with them. He is a lucid and agreeable writer, a profound 
metaphysician, and by his able translations from the German has proved his grasp 
of mind and wide acquaintance with philosophical speculation."—* Examiner. 

Christ the Consoler ; 

Or Scriptures, Hymns, and Prayers for Times of Trouble and Sorrow. Selected and 
arranged by the Rev. Robert Herbert Story, Minister of Roseneath. Fcap. 8vo, 
price 3s. Gd. 

Outlines of Scottish Archeology. 

By Rev. G. SUTHERLAND. 12mo, sewed, profusely Illustrated, price Is. 

Works Jby Professor James Syme. 

Observations in Clinical Surgery. Second Edition. 8vo, prioe 8s. 6d. 
Stricture op the Urethra, and Fistula in Perineo. 8vo, 4b. 0d. 
Treatise on the Excision of Diseased Joints. 8vo, 5s, 
On Diseases of the Rectum. 8vo, 4s. 6d. 
Excision of the Scapula. 8vo, price 2s. 6d, 

Lessons for School Life. 

Sermons preached in the Chapel of Rugby School. By His Grace The* Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

Thermodynamics. 

By P. G. TAIT, Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh. 
1 vol. 8vo, price 6s. 
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Day-Dreams of a Schoolmaster. 

By D'ARCY W. THOMPSON. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, price 5s. 

Sales Attici : 

Or, The Maxims, Witty and Wise, of Athenian Tragic Drama. By D'ARCY WENT- 
WORTH THOMPSON, Professor of Greek in Queen's College, Galway. Fcap. 8vo, 
price 9s. 

Memoir and Correspondence of Mr. Thomson of Banchory. 

Edited by Professor SMEATON. Demy 8vo, price 9s. 

From Pesth to Brindisi ; being Notes of a Tour in the 

Autumn of 1869 from Festh to Belgrade, Constantinople, Athens, Corfu, Brindisi, 
and Naples. By Sir CHARLES TREVELYAN. 8vo, sewed, price Is. 

Twelve Years in China : 

By a British Resident With coloured Illustrations. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo, doth, price 10s. 6d. 

Travels by Umbra. 

8vo., price 10s. 6d. 

Hotch-Pot. 

By UMBRA An Old Dish with New Materials. Fcap. 8vo, price 8s. 6d. 

The Merchant's Sermon and other Stories. 

By L. B. WALFORD. 18mo, price Is. 6d. 

Memoirs of Alexandra, late Empress of Russia, and Wife of 

Nicholas L By M. db Geiioc. Translated by Ladv WALLACE 2 Tols. crown 
8vo., price 21s. 

Tiny Tales for Little Tots. 

With Six Illustrations by WARWICK BROOKES. Square I8mo, price Is. 

What is Sabbath-Breaking P 

8vo, price 2a. 

Dante's— The Inferno. 

Translated line for line by W. P. Wiuue, Advocate. Fcap. 8vo, prioe 5s. 

Life of Br. John Beid, 

Late Chandos Professor of Anatomy and Medicine in the University of St Andrews. 
By the late GEORGE WILSON, M.D. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, prioe 8s. 

Researches on Colour-Blindness. 

With a Supplement on the danger attending the present system of Railway and 
Marine Coloured Signals. By the late GEORGE WILSON, M.D. 8vo, 5s. 

An Historical Sketch of the French Bar from its Origin to 

the Present Day. By ARCHIBALD YOUNG, Advocate. Demy 8vo. Prioe 
7».6d\ 

" A useful contribution to our knowledge of the leading French politicians of 
the present day."— Saturday Review. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



